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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to examine the factors affecting the life satisfaction of married
female immigrants and Korean husbands. Data for this study were obtained from the National
Survey of Multicultural Families conducted in 2012. The study sample consisted of 5,232 couples
within the first five years of marriage. Data were evaluated using a paired t—test, K-mean cluster
analysis, ANOVA, and ordered logistic regression analysis. The results were as follows: 1) life
satisfaction was higher for married female immigrants than for Korean husbands. 2) The general
characteristics, acceptance attitude, language acceptance, and social network differed significantly
depending on life satisfaction levels. 3) The multicultural acceptance attitude of husbands, ability
of married female immigrants to speak Korean, and ability of Korean husbands to speak wives’
native languages improved life satisfaction levels. The results of this study can be used to improve
the life satisfaction of married female immigrants and Korean husbands.

Key words: married female immigrant, life satisfaction, multicultural acceptance attitude, language
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20-29 3,002 (57.39) 20-29 139 ( 2.66)

30-39 1,602 (30.62) . 30-39 1,620 (30.96)

Wife's age 40-49 628 (12.00) :fba“ds 40-49 2,710 (51.80)
50-59 - 50-59 763 (14.58)

M (SD) 29.83  ( 6.80) M (SD) 4239 (7.036)

Wife's (High 1,802 (3444) Husbands  <High 873 (16.69)
education =High 2,212 (42.28) education =High 2,966  (56.69)
level >High 1218 (23.28) level >High 1,393 (26.62)
Way of Im“;erzljgt;o‘;?endes 2088 (GO | Metropolitan 1,635 (31.25)
meetng Other 3144 (60.09) Rural 3597 (68.75)
<200 2012 (38.46) China 1,428 (27.29)

Monthly household <300 1,908 (36.47) Vietnam 1,283 (24.52)
income <400 819 (15.65) Nationality =~ Cambodia 725  (13.86)
(Unit: 10,000 won) (500 270 ( 5.16) Philippines 678 (12.96)
>500 223 ( 4.26) Others nation 1,118 (21.38)
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Table 2. Difference in life satisfaction between married female immigrants wives and husbands

Variables N M (SD) Paired t—test
. . . Married female immigrants 5,232 4.04 (0.0 -
Life satisfaction . L , 3.64
Married female immigrants’ Korean husbands 5,232 4.00 0.01)

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001

Table 3. Characteristics and differences in cluster types in couples’ life satisfaction

Life satisfaction

Variables Total
Clusterl Cluster2 Cluster3 Fevalue
N (%) 2,299 (43.94) 1,753 (33.51) 1,180 (22.55) 5,232 (100)
M  SD) M  (SD) M  (SD) M (SD)
Married female immigrants 312 (0.65" 400 (0.57" 5.00 (0.00° 3.84 (0.92) 4802.55""
Married female immigrants’ Korean

3.12 (0.67)* 421 (0.70)° 472 (0.45¢ 3.84 (0.93) 2863.42"""
husbands

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001
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Table 5. Ordered logistic regression of groups in female married immigrant couples’ life satisfaction

levels

Groups of couples’ life

Variables satisfaction
B SE  exp(B)
Age difference of a couples 0.01 0.00 1.01
Way of meeting(other)
. International marriage agencies -0.07 0.06 0.93
Control variable —
Living area(rural)
Metropolitan 0.04 0.06 1.04
Household income 015" 003 117
Multicultural acceptance Married female immigrants™ attitude -0.02 0.02 0.98
attitude Korean husbands’ attitude 0.10 ™" 0.02 1.10
Ability of married female immigrants’ to speak Korean 015" 0.03 1.16
ijtiiliiaege acceptance Ability of Korean husbands’ to speak wives' language -0.03 0.03 0.97
Bilingual acceptance attitude in couples 028" 0.03 1.33
Social network 006 " 002 106
Threshold 1 1.89 0.17 1.89
Threshold 2 3.43 0.18 3.43
2Log likelihood -5409.67
Chi-square 294.69™"
df 10
n 5,232

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001
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