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Effect of Activity Immersion Conflict Perceived by Rural Multicultural
Couple on Their Self-esteem, and Happiness

. Focusing on Analysis of Actor and Partner Effect Using APIM
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National Institute of Agricultural Science in Rural Development Administration, Wanju, Korea
ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of the actor and partner according to the activity immersion
conflict perceived by rural multicultural couples in terms of the self—esteem and happiness
using Actor—Partner Interdependence Model (APIM). For this purpose, the data of 482 persons
from 241 husband-immigrant women dyads were analyzed. As results of the analysis, only the
effect of the actor among the actor and partner effect according to the activity immersion conflict
affected the self-esteem significantly in both husband and immigrant women. Conlflict, namely
the actor and partner effect, affected the happiness in both the husband and immigrant women
significantly. Second, the difference in the actor conflict level on activity immersion perceived
by the couple according to the women’s native country was significant in both husband and
immigrant women. The level of actor conflict was highest in Vietnamese husbands and the
Philippine women. On the other hand, the difference in the partner conflict level on the activity
immersion according to the women’s native country was significant only in the women, and
the level of Vietnamese women was highest. Therefore, the characteristics in the level of actor
and partner conflict on activity immersion was caused by the difference in the number of activity
organizations participating between the husband and women. Based on the results, this study
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suggests some measures to reduce the conflict of couples through activity. In addition, some
plans for a follow—up study using APIM are suggested.
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happiness, multiculture
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Table 1. Social-demographic characteristics of the couple according to the native country of married
immigrant women

Age Academic career The number of activity org.
Variables Husband Immigrant w. Husband ~ Immigrant w. Husband Immigrant w.
M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D)
China 47.87(6.55° 37.89(7.28) 2740082 2.91(0.90)° 1.73(0.96)* 1.94(1.00)*
Japan 51.73(4.75)° 46.48(3.83) 273091 3.72(0.68)° 1.73(0.88) 1.79(0.96)™
Philippines 46.00(6.98)"  32.72(7.87)° 2.6700.71*  3.76(1.02¢° 1.53(0.95)° 2.15(1.51)°
Vietnam 45.59(5.100°*  27.47(3.81)¢ 2.95(0.92°¢  2.17(0.89)¢ 1.56(1.10)* 1.25(0.98)°
Cambodia 45.15(6.04) 28.05(3.45) 2.92(1.16)*  2.11(0.92)¢ 1.44(0.85) 1.36(1.18)*
F value 766" 76.57°" 1.03 3567 0.72 6.02"""

T

p<0.001
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Table 2. Level of activity immersion conflict perceived by the couple according to the native country

of the married immigrant women

Actor conflict on activity immersion

Partner Conflict on activity immersion

Variable Husband Immigrant women Husband Immigrant women
M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D) M(S.D)
China 4.46(1.75)% 4.10(1.74)° 4.38(1.66)" 4.81(1.67)>
Japan 3.85(1.64)° 3.97(1.85)° 4.21(1.45)° 4.42(1.58)°
Philippines 4.60(1.77)" 6.09(1.90) 4.66(1.89)" 5.75(1.77)°
Vietnam 5.15(1.96)* 5.10(1.85)° 4.94(1.80) 5.91(2.02)*
Cambodia 4.77(186)° 5.18(1.83)° 5.03(1.84)° 5.54(2.06)"
F value 3.05° 10277 1.70 533"

*p €0.05, ~"p €0.001
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Table 3. Level of self-esteem and happiness perceived by the couple

country of the married immigrant women
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according to the native

Self-esteem

Happiness

Variable Husband Immigrant women Husband Immigrant women

M(E.D) M(S.D) M(E.D) M(S.D)

China 37.00(6.44) 38.58(6.02)* 3.9200.77¢ 3.58(0.87)

Japan 37.61(6.46)" 36.27(5.54) 3.73(0.67¢ 3.76(0.56)*

Philippines 35.57(7.21) 35.74(5.62)° 3.70(0.64) 3.56(0.89)*

Vietnam 34.33(6.39)* 33.94(6.28) 3.73(0.62)° 3.55(0.93)

Cambodia 34.00(4.24)° 35.54(7.02)° 3.74(0.68) 3.43(1.04)

F value 2.72° 4117 0.82 0.61

"p<0.05, “"p<0.01

Table 4. Difference in activity immersion conflict, self-esteem, and happiness level perceived by

the couple
Variables M S.E. Paired—-t value
the number of activity organization -0.09 0.09 -0.95
Actor conflict on activity immersion -0.33 0.15 -2.26"
Partner Conflict on activity immersion -0.71 0.14 -5.25""
Self-esteem -0.33 0.44 -0.74
Happiness 0.20 0.06 34177
"p<0.05, """p<0.001
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Table 5. Correlation of the activity, self-esteem, and happiness variables perceived by the couple

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1. Happiness perceived by 100
husband ’
2. Happiness perceived by imm. 039" 1.00
women
3. Self-esteem perceived by hus.  0.257" 0.16  1.00
4. Self-esteem perceived by imm. 0297 0227 041" 1.00
W.
S. Actor' activity conflict L0287 —022° —0.20"" 014" 1.00
perceived by hus.
6. Actor‘ act1v1ty' conflict 015" —027" —017"" —0.22"" 031" 1.00
perceived by imm. wom.
7. Partn'er activity conflict 031" 026" ~0.30°" -0.16 060" 025 1.00
perceived by hus.
8. Partn'er act1V1Fy conflict 024" —027" —04T"" 0,06 031" 051" 035" 1.00
perceived by imm. wom.
9 The number of activity 008 001 0217 009 -004 004 -004 002 100
organization of hus.
10. The number of activity 0.14° 013 -006 013 -006 000 003 =007 015 100

organization imm. wom.

Hkok

"p<0.05, ""p<0.01, “"p<0.001
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Table 6. Actor-partner effect of activity immersion conflict on self-esteem perceived by the couple

. Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variables
b(B) b(B) b(B)
Conflict on actor activity of himself -0.76(-0.22)""" -0.64(-0.19)"" -0.60(-0.18)""
Conflict on partner activity by the women -37(=0.11) -0.40(-0.12)
Husb.  The number of activity organization 1.38(0.2D"""
Intercept 39.06"" 40517 38.28"""
F value 12.097 749" 9.08™"
R 0.05 0.06 0.10
D-W D 2.07 2.09 2.09
Conlflict on actor activity of herself -0.69(-0.22)""" -0.60(-0.19)"" -0.60(-0.19)""
Conlflict on partner activity by the husband -0.38(-0.1D) -0.39(-0.11)
The number of activity organization 0.69(0.13)"
e A— 39.08"" 40.62"" 395"
" F value 11.84" 7317 0 641"
R 0.05 0.06 0.08
D-W D 1.62 1.64 0 1.67

Hk ok

"p<0.05, ""p<0.01, ""p<0.001
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Table 7. Actor—partner effect of activity immersion conflict on happiness perceived by the couple

Variables

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

b(B) b(B) b(8)

Conflict on actor activity of himself

Conflict on partner activity by the women

-0.10(-0.28)"""

-0.08(-0.22)""" -0.08(-0.22)"""
-0.06(-0.18)"" -0.06(-0.18)""

Husb.  The number of activity organization 0.05(0.08)
Intercept 423 4477 438"
F value 19.747" 1386 9.78"""
R 0.08 0.11 0.11
D-W D 2.11 2.13 2.13

Conflict on actor activity of herself

Conlflict on partner activity by the husband

-0.12(-0.27)"""

-0.10(-0.22)"""
-0.10(-0.20)""

-0.10(-0.22)"""
-0.10(-0.20)""

The number of activity organization 0.1000.14)°
Imm. Intercept 4177 452" 436"
b F value 18.59"" 14487 11447

R’ 0.07 0.11 0.13

D-W D 1.69 1.69 .71

"p<0.05, “"p<0.01, “""p<0.001
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