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ABSTRACT

This study explores the background and the processes underpinning the educational reform
movement based on local community. This educational community initiated the alternative
education reform movement, which is referred to as the small school movement. A qualitative
case study was implemented by collecting data from thirty articles, three focused interviews.
This study drew out three key factors as the operation of educational community in regional
area. First, it claimed a total of 30 papers related to the educational community for content
analysis. Second, key words were derived in the local educational community context. They
developed their own alternative educational programs, such as self-supportive meeting,
season carnivals, community revitalization activities, and so on. Their focus was on finding
out and establishing better educational relationships among the concerned communities. Third,
the community continues to reinforce the internal rules and climate through meta—education,
a process, in which education educates itself. As a result, they could enjoy substantial success
in a visible educational community. This small school revival movement later grew into the
new school movement. Furthermore, a variety of teachers, parents groups, and interested
scholars have been engaged in the community movement through professional networking.
This study suggests that the key innovator—initiated movement, which involves education
reform, upgraded Korean education, and improved their own expertise and autonomy, is
expected to be the first step to solve the current Korean educational problems by the
educational community.
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Table 1. Case of the educational community in rural areas

N. 11 el h i
™ ame Pullmu school Sewall elementary Turte school Chungnam .edu'catlon
Division school research institute
Chungnam
v b .
Region Hongsung Gyonggi Yangpyeong Chungbook Choengju Chungnam Gongju

Sewall-ri
Hongdong—myeon ewar

Bonghyeon-—ri

Opened 1958, has been
Establishment 50 years in local
educational community

Sewall school village
festival for crisis
management (2008)

Alternative education ~ Begun 2000 teacher
center Kyoyukdum 1998 and professor in
—found 2002 turtle regional agriculture

school school

Together living region and Small school with

Social participation

education, Living education,

Goal harmony community  together education,
school warm sympathy o A
with living and based on region
education
- Vill icul
Sl a%le C,llllrrlcu uhm | Durae study - Neutinamu village
— Sewall village schoo
- High school ) 8 — Weekend/seasonal school
o festival
— Speciality ) school - Rural cultural
Program - Community—based .
(2 years for eco . - Hangul school experience class
. theatre (clapping i
agriculture) . — Multicultural — Seasonal school
hands with the . . .
education — Ginkgo festival
moon)
- Eco educational - Collaborate with
community region community
- Cul
- Community business Cu ture. & arts (Choengwon - Program with
feature .. education . . "
model(Pullmu living . . education and resident capability
. o - Village curriculum .
cooperative association, cultural solidarity)
young coop farming) - Turtle farm
Kang(2004)
Yang(2008)
Choi(2009) Jeong(2009)
Cho(200
Researcher Lim(2010) Jung(2013) Yang(2009) Yarcl); 20 ?;)

Kim & Kang(2012)
Kang & Kim(2012)
Seo et al.(2015)

Seo et al.(2015)
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Table 2. Information of interviewee

Name Gender Participation pattern
Ko WH Female Alumni, assistant
Sung HK Female Parent, resident
Bak DR Female Teacher
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Table 3. Chungnam education research institute program (Yang 2015)

Playing actor, English, math, social studies, history,

After—school

literary activity etc.

Always(Mon—Fri)

Neutinamu

class Village youth camp, field learning, vocation assignment camp,

on vocation

filial piety class, city trip etc.

village school

Korean class for illiteracy, computer class etc.

Always(Mon—Fri)

Resident -
Agricultural
class Pungmul class etc
off—season
Experience Eolsoo Uri Dyeing, straw crafts, rice cake mallet game etc.
One day

class in rural munhwa

Farm culture—special program in season

culture Weekend school Camping, related club activity

Inight 2days

Summering farm

Seasonal courtesy etc.

Fooding, singing children’s song, making pole, community play, Summer vocation

(2nights 3days)

school

Winter vocation

Wintering farm  traditional kite, sled, rice cake etc folk game festival

(2nights 3days)

Harvest festival with neighboring village, member, End of

Ginkgo festival

wooden neckless, straw craft etc three industrial madangs

outsider—pungmul and mask dance, traditional game, making October—early

November
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