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Effects of Children’s Interests in Mothers’ Native Culture and
Use of Mother’s Native Language on Mother-Child Relationship

Satisfaction in Multi-Cultural Families

Yoo-Jean Song’
Dept. of Sociology, Dong—A University, Busan, Korea

ABSTRACT

This paper examined the effects of children’s interests and attitudes toward mother’s native
culture and use of mother’s native language on satisfaction of the mother—child relationship
in multi—cultural families. Data from the 2012 National Survey of Multi—cultural Families
demonstrate that for children aged between 9 and 12 years, their fluency and desire to speak
well in the mother’s native language as well as father’s encouragement for using the mother’s
native language at home were positively associated with satisfaction of the mother—child
relationship. For those aged between 13 and 18 years, mother’s nationality (i.e. Southeast
or South Asia) was negatively related with mother—child relationship satisfaction. Both mother’s
and children’ communication skills, children’s interests in mother’s native culture, pride for
mother being a foreigner, and desire to speak well in the mother’s native language were
positively associated with mother—child relationship satisfaction. Therefore, there is a need
for foreign wives to be educated in Korean language and culture as well as opportunities
for children to learn their mother’s native culture and language.
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SAAER o7 Qg thest 71 STk AL
3ol T o e Aol oyt A 1980
FE AltE FUuE e dEQlIe] HES ]
ajel 1900dhe] wEBrb 2% ogel AE,
20008 o] Hch cheke FHIshe] FA ATl
ORI HA ol Felt Be o]k o] Folart
(Kim 2000; Lee 2005). HZoll= gHg7]ol 214gh =
ABE 71 A5 471 S7FHEA o5l g
Aol sofukar giot

AT PI7IEH-e] HErlge] w2 thes)
7V %, &, 258 P = Al 20061 9,389
ol 2012 46,954, 20153 82,5360 2 Ho]
CHKorea National Statistical Office & Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family 2016), A g4 <=l
A AR B 9A] 20068 0.1%904] 2012
0.7%, 20153 1.4%2 F7F5Fty. 12y stagol
Se4E TR} 1% S| skgoel Ay
o vtk o] WA S} TaElch. 719
it ES] e ETAL 98.6%, T3
96.1%, IS8 92.6%, 115 % 19 68.406) 0]
Sol, chist 4= s AsES 247 97.9%,
92.3%, 85.1%, 49.3%%2 YEPSTH Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family 2013). wjghd Ze d-E0] tf
25} 715 Avige) st 34g, shrel olelg, A
B9, pE 5 A wol 2R B
(Choi & Hwang 2009; Lee 2009; Jun & Song 2011;
Kim & Kim 2014; Oh 2016),

oAU} Slelel Aol oleiel v]%at o
o] el A A Fe S oleheel Fagl
#3]7]= FHChoi & Hwang 2009). Y2} &
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Ao 9 GRS GRS AU el
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2 A HEE AEE 3F9tHAN et al, 2013; Lee &
Chun 2013; Chun & Lee 2015; Park et al. 2015).
25 Aeld ol gl Frapd dA7L v
2 YFY TS oY d7Es FEA EEd
v} QJth(Eichelsheim et al, 2010; Kang & Lazarevic
2013; Schlabach 2013; Park & Jang 2014; Park et
al. 2015). 53] o4 9171 golut Fg=
o lezd Qo] w2 thedl 75| Aol
2R BAle] T8/l B FEexiv, ek Fuat
Y W S =2 PR 3 vEEs gRlE,
RIF 71 27t B8 & Sl FAARI WEs

==
Y+ g HEAGE e ST 96

b} B0l 9 ek Skl 4 Fos
oleles AE 4 sk, ¥mshe) 342 i)
A o] Alajdel o7t 1l ulke] Z Q3= A
= 93 XtHAn et al, 2013; Huh & Chung 2015;
Park et al, 2015).

Wb sl 1E ASe] S 5 Al
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AolEFst, Frole] A IEE Fol T3tk
Ho] H#E3] AH=EHAtH(Zhou 1997; Kiang et al,
2000; Supple et al. 2006; Schlbach 2013).
Zhou(1997)2 m|=9] o|qlzte] thet 71& ATE
2 gol e Fo8s dxshH FAHoR
= v]5ALS|Re] F8Hassimilation) & 7333FS). oL,
Azt ok RISolehs Ho] ARto = AgE e
= Aeshe g gF94 B (pluralist perspective)
o= Agetlra Fdskltt. o= gk5o] E3let
Aofwk Ax|A| axdebA] L vI= a1fro] Zste}

Aol 3 el waish Qlotg M5 f4, x}

o

Ao] A3t niE, AopAl g Sl g4
Ql YL vRIvk= Aok fARRE Wgtellx olixt

=5 o= % HE A5 7HgolM Y o]
o], o]FE3} AR Fete] Fdd RISEAA
g, Qhdzt(well-being), FEAR B
TEE, S F o S AR] FEE mRte s
B3th(Kiang et al. 2006; Supple et al. 2000).
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£ 2Aa9l), 53] 939l olvluel AL ) @
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4, ofely 2] Ae BE 29)So] oW o
AR AR d TAAR] APEAE
gt ek
A, sl 71 Audge] el ojniujglel
W BEEE ol A, o= ojrisgte]
oplaE 5e-ojulue] So] welnt Ajie) ofn]
Y =7} olo] FARsE B Egh-o] B WSl
olwl gake s AR, 21l ofeiuol o
Afe] ejst ojuly =7} wajol tigk #ale] ofv]
Yshe] A el ofm e vlA=l? v,
ojzel ojnule] molel BelEl ALie] Aol of
vlUste] #7 whEe] ofm odake mAETp
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0. a3

gre] flsted 04**7F~T°ﬂ*1
AN 2012 A= %ﬁbH ArjEAt ARE &
Bttt o] AR 7h WHIR offolxlon] i
Ahs AgolviAl 3 AskA}, oS¢ wileAh, vt 9-24
Al AR TR 7 o gl wiet A e
TN, 7l thh b}l AE sjetst
= 7HTARETE ot 2AF th A obd Tt
(ol 2k oA mIwt 2], Agolvlaht wl-pxke] -

2 FARpY F)old 7] T A5 5E ot
& Ak Al ke AEoliA 3 gk
15,0017, ol5<] wh-Ak 13,8591, ¥F 9~244] A

% 477570t} (Ministry of Gender Equality and
Family 2013).
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Table 1& B2 o4 AL&EF HEE o] EA i3t
7184 AR AAEkAL ok HA A 1,848
W F 9 9~1241F 1,045 3L §F 13~1841% 8031
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A Hkelld Fegiint, ofrye] 54
A, 7FoMINE 124 Feke] Zgolli= HaElH 1o

Table 1. Descriptive statistics for variables

24302 7F 2o AR
Ao} 8 Agotalol, Ao 5 7lek Zeolek, v 134
=7o] 34,202 wlFo] 7}
4 B0 2AF, Fdolrlol § Agellel, 33 &
e, Ao 5 7IEk <oleh. ofnfue] 5 v)
o A7 FABES) ARHE Q% NPT Ao
ik, Hej 4]
AdebAlo} WFol £g

< HTZ AAsk =

B 184 Hhol= i
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ofy

il
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25l sk %%X}%PJ ﬁé‘?f?ﬂ%‘% 10.

=
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|8 Z5EAYd| &
2 14.941elc}, 74 W JHXM?J e a‘s%—z‘wg

73 1.3%, Tarsshlel B¢ 1.9%0
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EERESE

% or
mean (standard deviation)

Respondents aged
between 9 and 12

Respondents aged
between 13 and 18

Gender (%)

Male 53.2 55.03
Female 46.8 44.97
Mother’s nationality (%)
Han Chinese 15.5 14.4
Korean—Chinese 18.0 17.7
Japanese 21.4 34.2
Philippines 243 11.6
Southeast/South Asian 15.0 16.8
US/Europe/others 5.8 53
Age 10.4 (1.1 14.9 (1.6)
Number of children in household 1.3 (0.5 1.9 (0.8)
Household monthly income 4.0 (1.4) 4.2 (1.4
Satisfaction with mom (1~5) 4.4 (0.8 4.1 (0.9
Respondent’s fluency of mother’s native language (1~20) 8.1 (4.4 7.8 (4.5
Mother’s fluency of Korean (1~20) 15.0 (4.0) 14.7 (4.2)
Respondent’s interest in mother’s nation (1~5) 3.6 (1.1 3.3 (LD
Respondent’s pride of mother being as a foreigner (1~5) 3.6 (1.0) 3.3 (1.0)
Father’s encouragement of using mother’s native language 3.0 (1.3) 3.0 (1.3)
in family (1~5)
Respondent’s learning experience of mother’s native
language (1~5) 3.2 (1.4) 3.0 (1.4)
Respondent’s wish for fluency of mother’s native language
(1~5) 3.8 (1.3) 3.6 (1.4)
N 1,045 803
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Table 2. Logistic regression analysis of satisfaction with mother—child relationship for respondents in
elementary school

Modell  Model2  Model3  Model4

Odds ratio
Control Age 0.89 0.89 0.93 0.95
variable Gender (ref: male)
Female 1.05 0.98 0.91 0.86
Number of child 0.86 0.85 0.81 0.78
Household monthly income (ref: high)
Low 1.02 1.20 1.33 1.36
Middle 1.09 1.24 1.42 1.38
Mother’s nationality (ref: Korean—Chinese)
Han China 1.35 1.35 1.36 1.46
Japan 0.79 0.81 0.66 0.63
Philippines 0.60 0.70 0.58 0.59
Southeast/South Asia 0.69 0.85 0.69 0.75
US, Europe, and others 0.94 0.87 0.73 0.65
Communication Respondent’s fluency of mother’s native language L 1.08” 1.05
Mother’s fluency of Korean 1.04 1.04 1.04
Attitudes Respondent’s interest in mother’s nation or culture 1.19° 1.06"
Respondent’s pride of mother being as a foreigner 156" 1.46
Mother’s Father’s encouragement of using mother’s native 1.18°
native language in family
language Respondent’s learning experience of mother’s native 0.99
language
Respondent’s wish for fluency of mother’s language 1.29"
Likelihood ratio chi-square 15.45 39.017" 746577 94327
N 1,045

" p<0.05, 7 p<0.01, " p<0.001
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58 AAE folnlsA) otk ofuuel Aiel ok} 4% ojuuel $A WS} Erh Thek ojuizt
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A9l 2550 Aol ojuy] 27} Qo] TARs AoPg Bl WS A2 BT Eqa AE 0
BA) gL WAk F A ofuh T2k Qo] F 4ol SR B Wil fenAe B
TAFs o] b4 s olvuel ¥ METE ¥ ARk ojni F7lel id Bl ods felv]
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Table 3. Logistic regression analysis of satisfaction with mother—child relationship for respondents in
middle or high school

Modell  Model2  Model3  Model4

Odds ratio
Control Age 0.90" 0.91 0.94 0.94
variable Gender (ref: male)
Female 1.07 1.06 0.90 0.86
Number of child 1.17 1.11 1.04 1.04
Household monthly income (ref: high)
Low 0.63 0.75 0.78 0.72
Middle 0.83 0.96 0.96 0.87
Mother’s nationality (ref: Korean—Chinese)
Han China 0.84 0.90 1.05 0.98
Japan 1.24 1.38 1.00 0.86
Philippines 0.69 0.96 1.00 0.99
Southeast/South Asia 028" 046 0.47° 0.49
US, Europe, and others 0.47 0.53 0.43 0.39
Communication Respondent’s fluency of mother’s native language 107" 1.01 0.98
Mother’s fluency of Korean 1.08"™" 107" 1.08™
Attitudes Respondent’s interest in mother’s nation or culture 170" 1.48"
Respondent’s pride of mother being as a foreigner 158" 14977
Mother’s Father’s encouragement of using mother’s native
native language in family 1.05
language Respondent’s learning experience of mother’s native
language 0.97
Respondent’s wish for fluency of mother’s language 1.42°
Likelihood ratio chi-square 61457 820077 160.52""" 178.07°""
N 803

" p<0.05, " p<0.01, T p<0.001
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