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Study on Non-Marriage Types and Related Factors among Young Unmarried

Adults: Focus on Socio-Demographic Characteristics and Family Values

Yoo Jean Kang'
Dept. of Child Studies, Chongshin University, Seoul, Korea

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to determine what factors influence various non—marriage types
by considering reasons why adults are not married. The roles of individual characters and family
values affecting each type of non—marriage were carefully considered. From the data of ‘the Survey
on the National Fertility, Family Health and Welfare in Korea in 2015’, 1,053 unmarried adults
who were in their late 20s to middle 40s were selected. Results show that non—marriage types
among unmarried adults were diverse. Depending on sex, the distribution of non—marriage types
differed. While economic reasons were predominant among men, lack of opportunities for marriage
was the main reason for most women who were not married. Findings also suggest that factors
such as socio—demographic characters and family values were differentially associated with each
non—marriage type. These findings indicate a great deal of diversity in needs, lifestyle, and life
satisfaction among unmarried young adults. This suggests that an increase in the population of
unmarried adults can be related to prospectively various marriage behaviors and family patterns
in our society in the future, and consequently life patterns will be different among the adult generation.
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Table 3. Multinominal logistic regression results for predictors of each type of non-marriages
Variabl Economic pressure Unavailability of mates Marriage disadvantage
ariables B(S.E.) Exp(B) B(S.E.) Exp(B) B(S.E.) Exp(B)
Intercept 1.688(1.414) -3.791(1.32D)" -7.821(1.746)"""
RC=mal . .
Sex(RC=male) ~1.4340200" 0238 -0.056(0.189)  0.946  0.72700.260)°  2.068
Female
Age 0.02000.026)  1.020  0.151(0.024)""" 1.163 0.142(0.029)""" 1.153
Empl RC=empl .
mployment status(RC=employed) ) 016 056y 9499 050200282 0606 02840317  1.329
Unemployed
Education(RC=graduate school)
High school 0.963(0.451)°  2.619 0.004(0.382) 1.004 0.962(0.635) 2.618
College 0.799(0.405)"  2.224 0.482(0.320) 1.619 1.33400.576)"  3.797
LIVE%) with parents(RC=yes) 0.045(0.214) 1.046  0.035(0.195) 1036 -0.677(0.275"  0.508
Tolerance for family stereotypes -0.071(0.238) 0.932  0.289(0.219) 1.335 0.003(0.281) 1.003
Marriage value 0.330(0.208) 1.391 0.222(0.193) 1.249 0.515(0.257)°  1.673
Gender role attitude -0.644(0.204)""  0.525 -0.377(0.195) 0.686 -0.433(0.256) 0.649
Emotional child value -0.110(0.199) 0.896  —0.077(0.185) 0.926 0.421(0.243) 1.524
Instrumental child value -0.353(0.176)°  0.702 -0.352(0.168)"  0.703 0.004(0.227) 1.004
-2LL 2,364.753
x X(df) 306.947(33)""
"p<0.05, ~p<0.01, " p<0.001
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