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A Qualitative Study on Purchasing Organic Vegetables for Housewives with

Elementary School Children: Focusing on Construct in the Theory of Planned Behavior
Dong-Yean Park?
Dept. of Home Economics Education, Dongguk University, Gyeongju, Korea

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the perception about the construct in the Theory
of Planned Behavior using In—depth interview for 24 housewives with elementary school
children. Most housewives did not have an intention to buy organic vegetables more in the
future than in the present. They showed positive attitudes toward organic vegetables in terms
of non—use of pesticides and fertilizers, taste, nutrient content, freshness, mental health,
and protection of the environment. They showed negative attitudes toward organic vegetables
in aspect of price, credibility of organic vegetables, differences in nutrients, appearance,
size, perishability, and accessibility. Children, especially those with diseases, were the most
influential persons to their mothers for buying organic vegetables. Housewives' negative
attitudes toward organic vegetables were barriers for buying more organic vegetables and
they were not willing to overcome these barriers actively. Therefore, government policy
and nutrition education to change attitudes is needed to increase consumption of organic
vegetables.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the study participants

Participant Age Occupation Level of living  Education ~ Number of children Disease in family member

1 40 Housewife Upper College 3

2 39 Housewife Upper College 2

3 43 Housewife Middle College 1

4 38 Officer Middle College 3

5 42 Director of private institute Upper Graduate school 2

6 38 Housewife Upper High school 2

7 44 Housewife Middle High school 2

8 39 Teacher Upper College 3 Daughter: Precocious puberty
9 40 Housewife Middle Junior college 1 Husband: Renal disease
10 39 Designer for printing company  Middle Junior college 1

11 43 Social worker Upper  Graduate school 2

12 38 Housewife Middle College 2

13 37 Housewife Upper High school 1

14 40 Housewife Middle College 2

15 39 Housewife Middle College 1

16 36 Housewife Middle College 1

17 37 Housewife Middle College 2

18 39 Housewife Middle Junior college 1

19 40 Housewife Upper College 2

20 43 Officer Middle College 2

21 39 Housewife Upper College 3

22 40 Housewife Upper College 2

23 45 Housewife Middle College 2

24 37 Housewife Middle College 1
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