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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of the mothers’™ thermal sensation,
wearing behavior and parenting attitudes on young children’s clothing. Eighteen mothers of 5
year old children (9 boys and 9 girls) participated in the study. The following results were obtained
from the in—depth interviews and survey. First, in relation to clothing and health, most of the
mothers responded sensitively to the clothing material and skin irritation and preferred to use
natural clothing materials. Some of the mothers seemed to be concerned about clothing for cold
prevention and body temperature regulation when the children are exposed to a cold environment.
Second, in general, the mothers' cold sensitivity and wearing behavior did not necessarily affect
their children. Third, the mothers seemed to consider the design and size as conditions for the
purchase of their children’s clothes. Fourth, considering the relationship between the mothers’
wearing behavior and their parenting attitudes toward the clothing of their young children, the
mothers” characteristic wearing behaviors might affect their children. However, considering the
mothers’ attitudes toward the purchase of their children’s clothes and clothing instruction, there
was more awareness of the concept of the young children’s (gender?) role in the mothers of
girls than in those of boys. When considering the fact that the wearing behavior in cold weather
is closely related to health, because winter is the season in which clothing is of the highest
importance, the result that only a few mothers were applying health related knowledge to their
clothing suggests that it is necessary to develop a parental education program on clothing.
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Table 1. Mother’s characteristic information

Boy’s Girl’s
mother ~ mother
(persons)  (persons)

High school 0 !
graduation
College graduation 0 7
Education o
University
. 4 1
graduation
Graduate school 5 0
graduation
30s 7 7
Age ,
40's 2 2
. Apartment 8 7
Residence
House 1 2
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Table 2. Mother's parenting attitude toward child

Child  Overall parenting Parenting attitude

Sex number attitude on clothing

1 I I

2 I I

3 I I

4 I I
Boy 5 I I

6 o v

7 [ or I I or I

8 I I

9 I I

1 I I

2 I I

3 I I or I

4 I v
Girl 5 I I

6 I v

7 I I

8 I I

9 I I

I: Area between autonomy and affection
I: Area between affection and control
I: Area between control and denial

IV: Area between denial and autonomy
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Table 3. Relation between mother's wearing
behavior and parenting attitude toward
child’s clothing

Mother

Child WTC WCC
CTC 0.640"" -0.241
EWC -0.090 0.473"

"p<0.05, “"p<0.01.

WTC: I mainly wear trendy clothes.

WCC: T like to wear comfortable clothes.

CTC: 1T dress up my child with trendy clothes.

EWC: I usually wear clothes that are easy to wear
to my child.
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Table 4. Relation between boy's mother's wearing
behavior and parenting attitude toward
boy’s clothing

Mother Wee
Boy
LSC _0.795"
CGN 0.696"

*p<0.05, “"p<0.01.

WCC: T like to wear comfortable clothes.

LSC: I wear clothes that look slim to my child.

CGN: T usually dress my child with gifts or
clothes from the neighborhood.
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Table 5. Relation between girl's mother’s wearing
behavior and parenting attitude toward

girl’s clothing
i Mother  p\e wrc McB cDP
CTC 0.818""  0.780" 0.752°  0.413
DCG 0.249 0.390 0.807"  0.287
MCW 0.243 0.402  0.051 0.775"

"p<0.05, ""p<0.01.

FMF: I wear clothes that fit my figure.

WTC: I mainly wear trendy clothes.

MCB: T usually wear clothes that match my child’s
body.

CDP: T wear clothes that don't suit my child if the
design is pretty.

CTC: 1 dress up my child with trendy clothes.

DCG: I buy clothes by dividing my child's gender.

MCW: T buy the clothes that my child wants.
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