L)

Check for

updates
ISSN 1229-8565 (print) ISSN 2287-5190 (on-line)
i Lo AR P ki K A 29(2): 233~246, 2018

Korean J Community Living Sci 29(2): 233~246, 2018
http://doi.org/10.7856/kjcls.2018.29.2.233

BQlojrolo] AEARe B8] HE WEE A% B4
ey

Stfrfista SSK chHEetelTAlE

Marital Satisfaction by Marriage Paths and Social Adaptations

among Foreign Wives in Korea
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the effects of the international marriage path on marital satisfaction and
to decompose the observed satisfaction gap. In addition, the effects of marriage path on satisfaction
according to the marriage duration and Korean language skills were examined. Based on data
from the 2015 Korea Multi—cultural Family Survey, regression analyses and Oaxaca decomposition
were conducted. The results showed that the marital satisfaction of immigrant wives are influenced
significantly by the marriage path, marriage duration, and Korean language skills. Immigrant wives
who married through a marriage agency were likely to have lower marital satisfaction. The longer
the marriage duration, the wider the gap of satisfaction among immigrant wives. Korean language
skills are a significant predictor of marital satisfaction only for immigrant wives who met their
spouse through a marriage agency. According to a detailed decomposition, approximately 48.2%
of the raw difference was accounted for mainly by the differences in marriage path.

Key words: marital satisfaction, international marriage path, marriage agency, Korean language
skills, marriage duration, Blinder—Oaxaca decomposition
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of the variables
Personal network Marriage agency Total
(2,049) (2,885) (4,934)
Satisfaction 4.20 3.80 3.97
China 31.0 9.6 18.5
China(Korean) 13.5 1.1 6.3
Origin (%) Philippines 59 11.2 9.0
Vietnam 4.7 48.1 30.1
Others 449 29.9 36.1
Wife's age 36.0 29.6 32.2
Husband’s age 42.1 46.0 44.4
H 10+ older than W 27.6 88.3 63.1
Spousal difference in age H 5-9 older than W 27.3 9.0 16.6
H 0-4 older than W 30.8 2.3 14.1
W older than H 14.2 0.4 6.1
Primary or less 23 14.1 9.2
Wife's education (%) ]u'nior high school 9.5 325 23.0
High school 36.6 41.1 39.2
College + 51.6 12.2 28.6
Primary or less 2.0 5.4 4.0
Husband's education (%) Ju.nior high school 4.7 12.7 9.4
High school 39.0 60.0 513
College + 54.4 219 354
o . First 79.1 93.6 87.5
Wife’s marriage (%)
Second + 20.9 6.4 12.5
, . First 78.5 77.4 77.8
Husband’s marriage (%)
Second + 21.5 22.6 222
Health 3.9 4.0 4.0
Cultural difference 1.0 1.4 1.2
Social status 33 3.0 3.1
Korean language skills 3.8 3.2 34
. Rural area 24.2 46.0 36.9
Residence (%)
Urban area 75.8 54.0 63.1
Income (M won) 3.40 2.66 2.97
Duration of marriage 7.1 6.1 6.5
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Table 2. Regression analysis of satisfaction according to the marriage paths
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Coef. S.E. Coef. S.E. Coef. S.E.

Origin (ref.: China)

China(Korean) 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.06

Philippines 0137 0.05 0127 0.05 01277 0.05

Vietnam 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.04

Others 0.06 0.04 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.04
Wife's age 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Spousal difference in age (ref.: H 0-4 older)

H 10+ older than W -0.15 " 0.05 -0.16 7" 0.05 -0.16 7" 0.05

H 5-9 older than W -0.12 " 0.05 -0.12"" 0.05 -0.12"" 0.05

W older than H -0.01 0.06 -0.02 0.06 -0.02 0.06
Wife’s education (ref: —primary)

Junior high school 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.05

High school 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.05

College+ 0.09°  0.05 0.09°  0.05 0.09°  0.05
Husband’s education (ref: —primary)

Junior high school 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.08 0.07

High school 0.14"  0.07 0.137  0.07 0.137  0.07

College+ 018 0.07 017" 007 017" 0.07
Wife’s remarriage (ref.: first) 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.05
Husband's remarriage (ref.: first) -0.03 0.03 -0.04 0.03 -0.04 0.03
Health 021" 0.01 0.20 " 0.01 0.20 7" 0.01
Cultural difference -0.15™" 0.01 -0.15"" 0.01 -0.15 """ 0.01
Social status 0.16 ™" 0.01 0.15™" 0.01 0157 0.01
Income 0.00 ™" 0.00 0.00 ™" 0.00 0.00 ™" 0.00
Urban area (ref.: rural area) -0.04 0.03 -0.04 0.03 -0.04 0.03
Duration of marriage -0.03 """ 0.00 -0.02 " 0.01 -0.02"" 001
Medium/High (ref.: Korean skills low) 0.09 "™ 0.03 0.02 0.05 0.04 0.06
Marriage agency (ref.: personal network) -0.24 7" 0.04 -0.15"  0.07 -0.08 0.06
Agency x Duration -0.03 " 0.01
Agency x Medium/high 0.11° 006
Personal x Medium/high x Duration 0.00 0.01
Agency x Low x Duration -0.04 """ 0.01
Agency x Medium/high x Duration -0.02 0.01
(constant) 29677 0.16 29477 0.16 29477 0.16
R? 0.19 0.19 0.19
F ratio 49377 46.1 77" 4447
N 4,934 4,934 4,934

Hk

"p<0.05, “"p<0.01, " "p<0.001
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Fig. 2. Three-way interactions between marriage

paths, Korean language skills, and duration
of marriage.
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Table 3. Oaxaca decomposition results
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