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ABSTRACT

This study examined the Korean father’s role in raising children and his attitudes toward
the child’s lifestyle in an internationally married family. The participants were 7 Korean men
who lived in small and medium-—sized cities, married internationally, and had young children
aged 5 or 6. They were recruited through the Multicultural Family Support Centers in the region
and participated in the study from January to February 2018. The marriage route was divided
into three categories: personal, religious, and international marriage brokers. Their wives came
from five countries: Japan, Vietnam, China, Thailand, and The Philippines. The average age
of the research participants was 47, the average age of married immigrant women was 34, and
the average length of marriage was 8.4 years. The research participants were three self—employed
persons, one service worker, one transportation worker, one contract worker, and one construction
worker. This study was conducted using in—depth interviews and the main results were as follows.
First, communication between the husband and wife was not good because of the lack of Korean
language ability of the wife, so there was difficulty in child rearing and Korean language development
of the child was also late. Second, the research participants were more interested in the health
and hygiene of their children, so they were involved more directly in sleep and exercise than
wearing and eating habits. Third, the research participants had an interest in child rearing but
were not actively involved. Fourth, the research participants generally followed their wives’
education methods rather than making their own claims on their children’s education.
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Table 1. Family situation of the research participant
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Y 8 (yrs) WY background (yrs)

Coll High school

A 46 oTese Self—employment 34 China 181 5choo 6 Male
graduation graduation
Coll

B 38 grz dig;tion Self—employment 31  Japan College graduation 5  Female
Coll High school

C 50 OTese Contract work 47  Japan 181 5choo 6  Female
graduation graduation
High school i i f High school

D 51 &N sehoo Joint operation of 4y py i e T1iSH schoo 5 Male
graduation car repair shop graduation
High school High school

E 42 81 5CH00 Self—employment 28  Thailand 181 5choo 5 Female
graduation graduation
Middle school D k i Middle school

F 51 dde.sc 00 ay work in 33 Vietnam dde.sc 00 6 Male
graduation construction graduation
High school El hool

G 50 '8 Sé o0 Driving a taxi 33 Vietnam ementAary ScHoo 6 Female
graduation graduation

RP means research participant.
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