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An Exploratory Study on Middle School Students’ Participation in
Agricultural and Rural Programs of Work-Based Career Guidance of

the Free Semester System and Its Meaning
Hyejin Bu-Hyeseong Chae'

National Institute of Agricultural Sciences, in Rural Development Administration, Wanju, Korea

ABSTRACT

This exploratory study aims to analyze the present state of middle school students’ participation
in the agricultural and rural programs of the Free Semester System. Furthermore, we contemplate
its meaning by analyzing program satisfaction of students and career interest in the agricultural
and rural sectors, as well as the perception of the value of agricultural and rural jobs. In order
to accomplish these research aims, a questionnaire survey targeting 591 students in the second
grade of middle schools was carried out. Only 8.3% of students participated in the agricultural
and rural programs. However, their satisfaction with the programs regarding career education
was above average. Moreover, there was a small difference between the experienced and
non—experienced students concerning career paths and jobs in the agricultural and rural sectors.
As a result, it is hard to evaluate whether participation in the agricultural and rural programs
influences student perception on agricultural and rural career paths in a positive way.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the study
subjects

Contents Frequency (%)
Male 224 (37.9%)

Classification

Sex
Female 367 (62.1%)
) City (Dong) 258 (43.7%)
Location of Countrysid
hool ountryside 9%
schoo (Eup/Myeon) 333 (56.3%)
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Table 2. Program participation and program types

Classification Contents Frequency (%)
49 ( 8.3%)

542 (91.7%)

Participation Yes
experience No

On-the spot work

: 36 (73.5%)

Program experience
types Lecture and talk 13 (26.5%)
Others 0 (0.00%)

Table 3. Reasons for nonparticipation in the programs

Frequency
Contents %)
There were not relevant programs 375 (69.2%)
2 The programs seemed boring 51 ( 9.4%)

I do not have interests in
3 agriculture and the countryside at 84 (15.5%)
all

4 My parents did not want me to

. X 4 (0.7%)
participate in the program
I chose and participated in the
5  other program because of too 28 (1 5.2%)

many attendees at the program

Z2 I thet J2 w82 ZHolA
A YAE Hreol 358 ooz B
ool EEE Hola lti(Table 5). o=, A
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Table 4. Differences in reasons for nonparticipation by schools’ location

Schools’ location

Classification City Countryside /p
) Count (%) 197 (36.3%) 178 (32.8%)
Expected Count 175.0 200.0
) Count (%) 17 (3.1%) 34 (6.3%)
Expected Count 23.8 27.2
Reasons Count (%) 35 (6.5%) 49 (9.0%) -
for nonparticipation Expected Count 392 448 24.967/0.000
4 Count (%) 1 (0.2%) 3 (0.6%)
Expected Count 1.9 2.1
5 Count (%) 3 (0.6%) 25 (4.6%)
Expected Count 13.1 14.9

"p<0.01

2 cells (20.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 1.87.
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Table 5. Satisfaction about career education
part of the participated program

Items Mean SD

The inclusion of contents about

4.04 0.889

career and work
2 A help to understand the job 3.96 0.957
Acquisition of career information in

4.02 0.924
the agricultural and rural sector
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Table 6. A difference in understanding agricultural & rural multifunctionality between the experienced

and non-experienced students

Mean (SD)
Experienced students Non-experienced students t value | p value
(n=49) (n=542)
Multifunctionality 4.383 (.655) 4.222 (612) 1.749 .081

Table 7. Results of descriptive statistics of agricultural & rural multifunctionality

Items Mean SD
Stable supply of food 4.570 0.609
Habitate of various ecological spices 4.270 0.760
Maintenance of traditional culture 4.150 0.803
Maintenance of rural landscapes 4.230 0.776
Provision of touristic and recreation space 3.960 0.888

Total

4.236 0.617




636 St=A|FAre|E & StE]

X HM29# 43 2018

Table 8. Differences in perceptions of ‘Career Will' and ‘Value of job’ between the experienced and

non—experienced students

Mean (SD)
Classfication Experienced students Non-experienced students tvalue  p value
(n=49) (n=542)
Career will 2.795 (.862) 2.183 (.930) 4.434 0.000""
Value of job 3.949 (.805) 3.601 (.854) 2.878 0.006™
"p<0.01
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