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ABSTRACT

This study examined the traits of the fathers’ role as portrayed in picture books published
since 2000. This paper analyzed 52 Korean and foreign picture books in terms of seven categories,
such as housekeeper, child—raiser, companion, emotional supporter, bread—winner, book reader,
and single father. The crucial role of the father is as an emotional supporter (48.1%), followed
in order by companion (44.2%), child-raiser (36.5%), housekeeper (11.5%), bread—winner (7.7%),
book reader (5.8%) and then single father (5.8%). Regarding the traits of the father’s role, in
the first place, the father’s role as an emotional supporter can be divided into three types: the
one who actively expresses his affection, who encourages and praises children, and who empathizes
well with children. The companion role can be divided into two types: mating physical play
and active leader of various play. The father's role as a child-raiser can be classified into a
simple care—taker and father for discipline. The father as a housekeeper means the one who
is actively involved in house work. Another role of father is that of a bread—winner. The father’s
in children’s reading activity in this paper involved reading books aloud or encouraging children
to read. In addition, the single father in these picture books was assumed to be a widowed
or divorced father and a father living apart. More picture books related to the fathers' role
as a housekeeper and book reader need to be published.
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Table 1. Title of picture books

1-1. Korean picture books

No. Title Author/lustrator Published year
1 Dad, please play! Shim, Jung—min / Hwang, Seong—hye 2007
2 I entered my father’s painting room Jeong, Geun / Na, Ae—kyeong 2007
3 Dad Playground Ryu, Eun / Han, Soo—im 2010
4 My mom and dad Lim, Hui—ok / Jeon, Hyo—hoon 2008
5 mom, dad Choi, Hyung—mi / Kim, Me—eun 2010
6 Daddy Airplane Ride Hobakbyul / Na, Ae-kyung 2010
7 Round ball daddy table rice balls Lee, Sang—gyo / Shin, Min—jae 2010
8 Me and daddy Kang, Mu-hong / Han, Soo—im 2002
9 Dad and me Kim, Ju-young /Choi, Seung—hwa 2009
10 Let’'s go camping with my dad Han, Tae—hee 2011
11 You are love Wu, Soo—myeong / Choi, Jung—in 2012
12 Are you ready to meet dad? Kim, Young-me / Hwang, Jung—ha 2012
13 You are a miracle Wu, Soo—myeong/ Kim, Sook-yeong 2012
14 T want to go to my dad Yu, Da-jung / Joo, Bo—heui 2012
15 My father is Al Robot Nam, Gang—han 2014
16 My dad is not sleepy Kwon, Do-rim 2010
17 1 have a strong father behind me Kim, Hyang-su / Kim, Woan—jin 2014




Table 1. Continued
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1-2. Foreign picture books

No. Title Author/Ilustrator Translated year
18 One dad ten baby Guettier, B'en’edicte 2000
19 Dad now lives in heinlee street Maar, Nele / Ballhaus, Verena 2001
20 The day my dad showed me the universe Stark, Ulf / Eriksson, Eva 2002
21 T like my dad Sano, Yoco 2003
22 Play pizza with dad Steig, William 2000
23 Joel has two parents Adbage, Emma 2006
24 Papa, do you love me? Joosse, Babara / Lavalle, Barbara 2006
25 Only my dad and me Capucilli, Satin / Beeke, Tiphanie 2006
26 Mom, dad, come back soon Pappas, Debra / Carol, Koeler 2007
27 Daddy hugs Katz, Karen 2007
28 Do you know how much I love you daddy? McBretney, Sam / Jeram, Anita 2001
29 Mama and Papa Parramon, July / Carme, Solé Vendrell 2007
30 My dad is so cool! Allance, Mireilled 2007
31 What mommies do best! What daddies do best! Numeroff, Laura / Lynn, Munsinger 2008
32 I miss you every day Simms, Taback 2008
33 Humphrey's bear Wahl, Jan / William, Joyce 2008
34 My amazing dad Collins, Ross 2008
35 Has anyone seen my Emily Greene? Mazer, Norma / Davenier, Christine 2009
36 Why do you love me papa? Brenifier, Oscar / Delphine, Durand 2010
37 Daddy loves you Daddo, Andrew / Emma, Quay 2010
38 My father is taller than a tree Bruchac, Joseph / Wendy, Anderson Halperin 2011
39 Dad and us too Chun, Tsuwien 2011
40 Dad, how are you? Yosihumi, Hasegawa 2011
41 Dad and me Sachi, Gokaze / Jisato, Abe 2011
42 Grizzly dad Harrison, Joanna 2011
43 T'm sleeping with my dad Daddo, Andrew / Jonathan, Bentley 2011
44 Dad, read more Stein, David 2011
45 Dad dad my dad Wild, Margaret / King, Stephen 2008
46 My dad and my mom live separately Delbal, Marie / David, McPhail 2004
47 Our greatest dad in the world Liitje, Susanne / Zabini, Eleni 2013
48 1It's fun to play with my dad Jessen, Ida / Bartholin, Hanne & Browne, Anthony 2013
49 T'm happy with my dad Brun—Cosme, Nadine / Huche, Magali Le 2013
50 Dad, watch out for crocodiles! Eriksson, Eva / Moroni, Lisa 2014
51 Please read the book daddy Dado, Andrew 2011
52 You need to hear stories to go to dreamland Dado, Andrew 2010
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Table 2. Subcategories and contents of the father’s roles in picture books

Subcategories The contents of father’s roles

House keeper

House work, sewing, embroider, gardening, vacuum cleaning, laundry work

Care—taker: feeding, cooking, sleeping child, dressing child, helping with bath, nursing

Child-raiser o . . . .
Discipline: teaching survival skills, social manners and moral sense
Mating physical play: physical play mating, various physical activities
Companion Active leader of various play: taking a walk, fishing, traveling, biking, making snow man,

cruise, surfing on the wave, taking child to interesting place

Active expresser of affection: express father’s emotion, holding hands, hugging, kiss, singing

child, cheering up
Emotional supporter

Encouragement: encourage, praise, advise

Empathy: empathize, share child’s sentiments

Bread—winner Financial family supporter

Book reader Book-reading or stimulation

Single father Divorce, death, living apart
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