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A Study on the Adaptation of Senior Elementary School Students in
Multicultural Families to Home and School Life

Woon Seon Jeong - Ju Hee Park™

Professor, Dept. of Clothing & Textiles, Andong National University, Andong, Korea
Professor, Dept. of Family & Human Welfare, Andong National University, Andong, Korea”

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to provide additional helpful data for formulating policies
and directions for the elementary education of children from multicultural families as
well as increase their life satisfaction at home and in school. The study participants
comprised eight students in grades 4-6 of elementary school, who lived in cities A and
Y, which are urban-rural complexes in northern Gyeongsangbuk-do. The fathers of
the participants were Korean and their mothers were from Northeast and Southeast
Asia. The main results of the transcribed and analyzed voice-recorded data from the
50-60-minute interviews of the participants are as follows: First, the participants felt
healthy and showed a tendency to evaluate themselves positively. Second, most of the
participants did not seem to face any serious difficulties in their family life. Third, the
participants showed they were friendly with their companions and trusted and followed
the teachers, indicating that they were well adapted to school life with no special
difficulties. Fourth, some participants had a clear dream for the future and felt the
need for external support and help from friends for studies. Given the reality that we
are facing serious problems due to our society's aging population and the decrease
in the child and adolescent population, a new primary and secondary education policy
should be established to raise the children of multicultural families as a global talent
pool for the future generation.
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Table 1. Personal information of the study subjects
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) Age Parent’s education Parent’s job
Subject  Grade Gender
(yrs) Father Mother Father Mother

Chief of a deep-

CB4Y 4 10 Boy High school College e 08 & O oinese instructor
fishing boat

CGsY 5 11 Girl College Junior college Truck driver Chinese instructor

CB6Y 6 12 Boy College College City official Chinese instructor

PB5? 5 11 Boy Elementary school ~High school Farmer Service worker

PB6? 6 12 Boy Junior college Junior college Carpenter Service worker

PG6? 6 12 Girl Middle school College Delivery driver Production worker

VB4? 4 10 Boy College Junior college Self-employed Vietnamese interpreter

vG4Y 4 10 Girl High school Elementary school Taxi driver Production worker

U CB4, CG5, CB6: Mother’s nationality is Chinese.
2 PBS, PB6, PG6: Mother is from the Philippines.
¥ VB4, VG4: Mother’s nationality is Vietnamese.
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Table 2. Self-esteem response of the study subjects

Never . Always
) Disagree Agree
Self-esteem disagree agree
(person) (person)
(person) (person)
I think T am a worthy person like everyone else. 5 2
I think T have a good personality. 1 4 2
Positive I can study well like most other children. 6 1
I have a positive attitude towards myself. 6 1
I am generally satisfied with myself. 4 3
I don’t have much to brag about. 1 5 1
I generally feel like a failure. 4 2 1
Negative [ wish I could respect myself more. 4 3
Sometimes I feel like I am useless. 3
Sometimes I think I am not a good person. 1 3 1
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Table 3. Self-esteem response of the study subjects

Never Disagree ~ Agree Always
Self-esteem disagree agree
(person) (person)  (person) (person)
I think T am a worthy person like everyone else. 5 2
I think I have a good personality. 1 4 2
Positive I can study well like most other children. 6 1
I have a positive attitude towards myself. 6 1
I am generally satisfied with myself. 4 3
I don't have much to brag about. 1 5 1
I generally feel like a failure. 4 2 1
Negative T wish I could respect myself more. 4 3
Sometimes I feel like I am useless. 4 3
Sometimes I think I am not a good person. 2 1 3 1
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