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ABSTRACT

This study examined the relationship between the ambivalence of children and parents
towards each other and the influence of the children’s dependence and ambivalence on the
parents psychological well-being based on a sample of Korean parents and children living
in Korea and Canada. Self-reported on-line and off-line survey data from 322 Korean parents
and adult children living in Korea and off-line survey data from 60 Korean parents and adult
children living in Canada were used for this study. The collected data were analyzed using
the PASW 18.0 program and regression analyses were performed. The results showed that
adult children living in Canada reported higher economic dependence and lower instrumental
and emotional dependence on their parents than adult children living in Korea. Parents living
in Canada reported higher psychological well-being than parents living in Korea. The children’s
instrumental dependence and the ambivalence of parents towards their children influenced
the ambivalence of adult children in Korea. The economic dependence of adult children
living in Canada had a significant effect on their ambivalence towards their parents. The
children's emotional dependence and ambivalence towards their parents influenced the
parents ambivalence in Korea. The children’s economic dependence and parents’ ambivalence
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towards their children had negative effects on the psychological well-being of parents
living in Canada. The Korean parents’ psychological well-being was negatively influenced
by their ambivalence towards their children. These results were discussed in terms of
parent-child relationships in different cultures.

Key words: ambivalence, dependence of an adult child, psychological well-being,

influence of culture
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects

U I M2IF QMO T 312

I el REAIAEA HlLE MO 107
g 89717 271 &9t olFolFen, =9l #

Hg Argsto] HAEAE HjEste SAlo] 22l
HEAE A&ste] SNSE 53 A8 AAH
o}t 1 A3 ekl 31139 28l 5075
sto] & 36189 AEA7F AeEdoY BG4
oA SEATHL WaEE AE2 AT F 322
Bo| AuE HF BAol ARgSHIH Autte] A
< 20209 2¥5E 20208 697HA] 470E BR
ojFolzlon, g=el ARUEY HAEE F
o= B gyl we dFAES SR

of AE&Z AAISHtt #=el ARFYE(E. S
7180l 313 5) Aol A A-u-gofl tﬁﬂ A}
At A F A ofol digt 59 o7& As}

2 gRlstal, 39& & %LQWXP—OH Hst=

A9 2UEY A S)IM 42 EQdSo] e

fntr

=

Variables Categories Canada numbers (%) Korea numbers (%)
. s Male 31(51.7) 90(28.0)
Children's gender ¢ ale 29(48.3) 232(72.0)
Children’s age M 23.87 29.67
Middle school 1C 1.7 0( 0.0)
High school 40(66.6) 20( 6.2)
Children’s education  College & university 18(30.0) 277(86.0)
Graduate school and more 0( 0.0) 25( 7.8)
No answer 1C LD 0( 0.0)
Parent’s age M 53.90 56.43
Elementary school 0( 0.0) 14( 4.4)
Middle school 0( 0.0) 39(12.1)
Parent’s education High school 40 6.7) 173(53.7)
College & university 44(73.3) 74(23.0)
Graduate school and more 12(20.0) 20( 6.2)
No answer 0( 0.0) 2( 0.6
None 0( 0.0) 18( 5.6)
Less than 100 0 0.0) 13( 4.0)
100~less than 200 117D 43(13.4)
Monthly income level 200~less than 300 5(8.4) 54(16.8)
300~less than 400 9(15.0) 64(19.8)
400~less than 500 10(16.7) 53(16.5)
Over 500 34(56.6) 75(23.3)
No answer 1C 1.7 2( 0.6)

N=60 N=322
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A%, 183 Hoffman(1984)9] AL 1A%t
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o 18004 e gy 53w
FE FRIEY 0] w5 ottt A=l
A=|E Al gk A2 BA1A 9&/d Cronbach’s
e= 0.728, Myt Aol AAA &4
Cronbach’s e+= 0.869, ¥= APH9] T4 9
Z£4 Cronbach’s e+ 0.548, 7iut} A9 =
T4 °]&4 Cronbach’s a+= 0.815, = ZF149]
A2 9J&4 Cronbach’s e 0.859, 7yttt
AR 9] JAA 912/ Cronbach’s e+ 0.7792
e

ox el

N

ut

A

off
)

¢

R

4) SAES
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3 F9, T5UD FY. 4L $Y. 44 5

ulgk, 100~2007Hd Ul?_h 200~500u}%4 ikis
300~4009H ®]gh, 400~5009F WISk, 5005
9 ooz wxsisle] AT Azt A2
S FE-2RE ZF GAEE S7517] 915 Barnes
& Olsen(1982)°] 73kl Min(1990)°] ket
A 20832 AMGSIgTh TAHS 29 ylgo
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7yttt A4 Cronbach’s e 0.871% UERGT
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7] A8l TSRS AABHAH.

1. X9 oj=Mt £
o A2|X orgdy
HEEARL RO

=& W2 29| oy, Fr-Aq9 g7t

g, 559] 484 ehdzt 5 F/HJIES] A
A AwE Av= Table 294 o] Yelgth
A Ayl A, Frol A2F kgt Hu
F7HE(r=-0.40, p<0.01)T} Kot H14F
o] Q= Ao YEha, A9 e &
9] BAIA 21&74(r=-0.36, p<0.01), A4 =
T4 2&4(r=-0.27, p<0.05), Ar4<] HA3 <
Z4(r=-0.26, p<0.05)7} -9t Fx443o] 9l
£ Zo= YUepgrt =19 A9 R A4
372 A9 9] HA1A 9)E4(r=0.20, p<0.001)
Folgt ARl AR, A9 FHA(r
=-0.22, p<0.001), Fmo] Y7z (r=-0.39,
p<0.001)2} o3t Aol Q= AoE Uet
Wik RO T2 AR 9] 7 (r=0.46,
p<0.001)2} F-23t F&fto] lSla, Ao =
T2 9124(r=-0.16, p<0.01), A2 HA14 2
£4(r=-0.35, p<0.001)7+ Rl F&443o] 9l
At A 9] P A HAA 42y
=-0.35, p<0.001)3} FoJgt F443ho] Sqich

=Ao] w2 29| oj&Ag} -z o] g7t
W7, FHO Agd hdzt 5 #H HIEY &
o7} J=AE LotEr] 5t t-testE: AAITH
27}t Table 33 Zo] Uehdth. =40 w& 2y
9] A=(t=-11.148, p<0.001), A WL{53F
(t=-13.016, p<0.001), FH9 AF(t=-3.600,
p<0.001), 29| WLZ(t=8.444, p<0.001),
At 7PYA5(t=5.734, p<0.001), A9 4

o 2 il oy
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AA 2J24(t=6.480, p<0.001), A9 =4
9]&A(t=-2.682, p<0.01), A1) HAZ o]&A
(t= -10.378, p<0.001), F29] F7FFE(=-3.131,
p<0.01), Fo] Agd hg7Ht=2.161, p<0.05)
9] zJo|7} ol Aoz YERE T, A7) )zt
St BR-ZHd oAkAE, 9] PtEe |9
o3k 2po]7F YepA] Attt &, Aucte] 2k
7} 9] AR R Y, B8eE, =1F &
A, XA o)&Ao] vl AA A &AL G
o] ArqHT}h o EA UeRdtt Aucte] Rt
Sh2o] BuEch oy, riztgo] o ¥, s
&I AEA ohgzRe S| Buwtt o &7 o

Bt

2. X0 ME XHiQ| =Mt 22 X7t M
20| ol = L71AE0| ATyl A7t
ol 0jxl= I
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Aol A9l Fritgel nAe FF
2o 2 A 9] &y} o] g
o] A9l Yol X FFE Lotrr] H
3 3RS XSkt 19A A E A
o g, A9l A, A9 WEFE, HL
Ay, Buo] u84E, dBFAE, At A7
T R GARRES BAMSE Hol B4
AL, 22 A= AR 9] AAIH o2, EA
o2y, AN 9By, Rr9 IS Yol
BA5lgich. B4 AT Table 49+ Zoh B4
A}, iy 29 9] FrREAolE A7t SER
FR -2 0] oJARAE(8=-0.639, p<0.001), A
o] AAA 2&4(8=-0.358, p<0.05)°] F-2
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Table 2. Correlation among the study variables

Canada

Korea 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1. Children’s gender - =017 007 -0.12 001  -0.02 0.11 026" 021 043" -0.14 0.04 0.07
2. Children’s age -0.11 - 066" 070" -0.18 -033" -0.15 -045"" -036" -029° 002 -0.01 0.04
3. Children’s education 010  0.12° - 0447 =009  -007 -021  -031" -033" -0.20 0.12 0.05 0.04
4. Parent’s age -0.04 059" 0.06 - -0.15  -044"" 005  -044"7 026" -026" -0.09 -0.11 0.12
5. Parent’s education 0.07 -032"" 007 -022"" - 0.07  -0.19 0.12 0.04 -0.14  -0.07 0.09 0.10
6. Monthly income level 0.06 -0.19" 005 -0.16" 04077 - 0.18 0.24 0.21 0.10 -0.13  -0.05 0.12
7. Parent—children communication style 0.12" -0.02 0.09 0.02 0.11" 0.07 - 028" 031" 0337 -065"" -027 0.24
8. Children’s economic dependence 0.04 -021"" =001 -025"" 022" 0187 0.0 - 59" 06777 -036 003  -0.25
9. Children’s instrumental dependence 0.11" -0.07 009  -0.07 0.13°  0.10 022" 028" - 0.60"" -0.27" -0.07  -0.07
10. Children’s emotional dependence 0.11° 001 0157 0.02 0.14° 0.8 051" 023" 047 - -026° 009  -0.10
11. Children’s ambivalence -0.04 005 -0.09 002 -010 -0.07 -0.69"" -005 -0.09 -035" - 0.17  -0.08
12. Parent’s ambivalence -0.12° 003 -008 -0.07 -008 -0.09 -046"" -003 -0.16" -035"" 046 - -0.40""
13. Parent’s psychological well-being 0.09 -0.09 014 0.02 027" 02077 0257 0.10 0.06 020" -0.22"" -039"" -

The Canadian is over the diagonal line, Korean data is under the diagonal line
"p<0.05, “"p<0.01, ""p<0.001
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Table 3. Results of a t-test on the study variables by nationalities

x| ®H33H 15 2022

Variables Group M(SD) t
] , Canada(N=60) 23.8667 .
Children’s age -11.148
Korea(N=322) 29.6677
) , ) Canada(N=59) 4.29
Children’s education -13.016
Korea(N=322) 5.02
, Canada(N=60) 53.9000
Parent’s age -3.600
Korea(N=322) 56.4317
, ) Canada(N=60) 5.13 e
Parent’s education 8.444
Korea(N=320) 4.14
) Canada(N=59) 6.20 ern
Monthly income level 5.734
Korea(N=320) 4.85
) o Canada(N=60) 3.4300
Parent—children communication style 0.585
Korea(N=322) 3.3879
) , ) Canada(N=60) 3.0933 e
Children’s economic dependence 6.480
Korea(N=322) 2.2801
) . Canada(N=60) 3.2083 "
Children’s instrumental dependence -2.682
Korea(N=322) 3.5497
) , ) Canada(N=60) 2.733
Children’s emotional dependence -10.378
Korea(N=322) 3.8890
) , ) Canada(N=60) 2.5871
Children’s ambivalence -0.070
Korea(N=322) 2.5930
, ) Canada(N=60) 2.2417 s
Parent’s ambivalence -3.131
Korea(N=322) 2.4729
, ) ) Canada(N=60) 3.6843 .
Parent’s psychological well-being 2.161
Korea(N=322) 3.5428
'p<0.05, "p<0.01, T""p<0.001
o] Z7Ioke AL & YEbt St A 9] ¥ 2) A W A9 & H} A9l It

Jof] Rm-2p9] JARAE(8=-0.619, p<0.001)

o B gY Ade =7H g

/3(8=.081,

7o) 29| el
o] w2 A9 o

uA o

g3t 22| P

p<0.10), HI.9] ¥7H1H4(8=0.194, p<0.001)
2 FFE vAE AoE YERt &, =Y
e w74 oleyol g4, Rrele) o
AES dr)Lzxog ofZLE Huo] okl
o] 25 A9 F7Hol 7k A
it}

rulo
A o

o] 3ue] el vl TS Yokwy] 9]
o CHESFRAS AASATE. THACIAL A
o 48, Aol A, Aol BESE, Fuel
Y, PR WESFE, YHRAS, At A2
3 RE-A GAAEE FANSE Yol B4
AT, 2ACNAE A A 2, =7A
Sz, 4NY 924, Aol PrEE Yol
Btk B4 AT Table 59 2tk 4
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Table 4. Results of a regression analysis on the children’s ambivalence by nationalities

Canada (n=60) Korea (n=322)

Children’s ambivalence Children’s ambivalence
Independent variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2

B B B 8
Children’s gender -0.141 -0.130 0.056 0.062
Children’s age -0.230 -0.277 0.060 0.046
Children’s education 0.110 0.122 -0.043 -0.042
Parent’s age -0.028 -0.109 -0.001 0.025
Parent’s education -0.222" -0.177 0.008 0.003
Monthly income level -0.088 -0.090 -0.020 -0.012
Parent—children communication style -0.669""" -0.639""" -0.690""" -0.619"""
Children’s economic dependence -0.358" 0.002
Children’s instrumental dependence 0.060 0.081"
Children’s emotional dependence 0.107 -0.004
Parent’s ambivalence -0.028 0.194™"
R? 0.489 0.547 0.481 0.514
AR? 0.417 0.438 0.470 0.497
F 60.831"" 50.041"" 410.092"" 290.476""

Akk

*p<0.10, "p<0.05, “p<0.01, 7p<0.001

Table 5. Results of a regression analysis on the parent’s ambivalence by nationalities

Canada (n=60) Korea (n=322)

Parent’s ambivalence Parent’s ambivalence
Independent variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2

B B B B
Children’s gender 0.017 -0.074 -0.057 -0.065
Children’s age -0.012 -0.046 0.079 0.070
Children’s education 0.040 0.050 -0.030 -0.003
Parent’s age -0.122 -0.076 -0.115" -0.111"
Parent’s education 0.033 0.074 0.002 0.010
Monthly income level -0.074 -0.051 -0.063 -0.056
Parent—children communication style -0.261" -0.345 -0.446""" -0.176"
Children’s economic dependence -0.086 0.030
Children’s instrumental dependence -0.112 -0.029
Children’s emotional dependence 0.331 -0.147"
Children’s ambivalence -0.052 0.283"""
R? 0.100 0.144 0.233 0.291
AR? -0.026 -0.061 0.215 0.266
F 0.792 0.702 130.4217" 110.433""

ok

*p<0.10, "p<0.05, "p<0.01, "p<0.001
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A3, uch £R9] FrHols A7 SRt
Br-zp o] oJAkA%(8=-0.261, p{0.10)°] F
A Q= PA= AR YET &, Ayttt #
e AH7E BEQ OAAES H7|5A o= o
A5 Fuol grigol $7k6ke ZAoE UE
ot g RO el A9
(8=0.283, p<0.001)> A& P, FE-AH9
OJAL2E(8=-0.176, p<0.05), AHq2] FAZF 9
£/4(8=-0.147, p<0.05)> 4 JFS vA=
AoR et &, =9 RREe A7t RR
ool GAtAES F7|SHORE ofdSsE, A9

3. 2H0| ME XAQ| ojEgat B~ A7t
0| 229 A2jH ehdZo Dixl= B

o] me AP o] ojeAst Rm-Ahie] ot

7ol FuLe] HE A gzl viAls 9% ¢
ofi7] s A ATA S LA 124
3

Ae A g, Ahd el AF, 29 e,

7k AR BE-AY QAthES BANSR Yol
BB, 2dAlME Ad 9] FAIA oEA,
T 2, AAE oA, Ave] TR,
FEO| FRIEE Eol EAsII. 24 Ade
Table 63 2. 24 A3}, 7yt 5] 4=
A hdzolli= A7t SEe FR-Ahq 9 oaph
S(8=0.315, p<0.10)2> & IF, A9 BA
A 9E%(8=-0.429, p<0.05), o] F7HHH
(8=-0.343, p<0.05)2 74 IF< vA= A
2 Yepdth &, vt Fis 2|t st
IAETE TISHOR ABRF, A9 FAIA
O)Eo] WeHE, R o] WeSE

Table 6. Results of a regression analysis on the parent's ambivalence by nationalities

Canada (n=60)

Korea (n=322)

Parent’s psychological well-being

Parent’s psychological well-being

Independent variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2
B B B B
Children’s gender 0.099 0.149 0.036 0.020
Children’s age -0.048 -0.005 0.068 0.044
Children’s education 0.018 0.005 0.102" 0.095"
Parent’s age -0.172 -0.045 -0.133" -0.098
Parent’s education 0.164 0.271° 0.205"" 0.203""
Monthly income level 0.168 0.175 0.118" 0.097"
Parent—children communication style 0.244 0.315" 0.195""" 0.057
Children’s economic dependence -0.429" 0.039
Children’s instrumental dependence -0.090 -0.073
Children’s emotional dependence 0.181 0.027
Children’s ambivalence 0.139 0.018
Parent’s ambivalence -0.343" -0.333"
R? 0.132 0.373 0.158 0.246
AR? 0.010 0.205 0.139 0.216
F 10.086 20.227" 80.312"" 80.274"""

T

*p<0.10, "p<0.05, ""p<0.01 ""p<0.001
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Ruol Jela ehgzo] Folilcks g Each
A% 5ol HeE ehggoel Ruol e
=-0.333, p(0.00)& 4 JFE uXE oz
vehgh =, Sl=to] Bl zx}A19] 7y o]
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ey 9 wuol Aeid e old WA
AN EAE AR olejg WAVt EaHoR
Aol7t YeAS BASTA G Arteie] A
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4 54% T Wl Basit

A, ket A9 kel AR oJEy
o] YL AT T A9 el A
o] =77 oj24} 29| Pizhgol JeL vl
A= AoR dehgeh At A Fo) gig
AAA ol&Ao] Fe4E oyiztyo] =4 et
$1, @ A 278 ofEHo] ¥e4E 17
3 29| Ao it Prigel Eehs A
o] FhzAo] A YeRdet. Atk 2hio) A
AT HEE 5 e AR 9, At
el Aol 1741014 37412 ArhE oz of
AzFo] myslo] o, F2LHoR Qg 9
25o] Aol Y= Bt Al7]o] W AR
2he He 1 o sjao] 44 ek ARy
< Zhech 2oy 4oAd7) Ao R
A JERTHE Fe PN ARG BRI
ATFESIAE FHHoly] Hrte Y 4
e BIYAE BT PA o0l et
= il B Uerd vk drop
o] 1.5AIte s AL AHE 4= Q& 2o lEP.
= 1L5AIHES 7HIU @k 3ol Higt of
&, I3 Al 3F EE E2 HolM 55 &
/g0l AeHZhou 1997). FAl°l o152 1Al 2
Aldiel Ay GA oA AAE =79 =3 o]
F=9| Eotet ARlAME HEE $F BT
oAl RHek(Kim 2011). o9 =53t vSEA1A
<= 3259 A4 A3 FF= VA= E(ang
& Kim 2014) M-zsHde] 7HAFel4 712
I OE AHE Holy FAlo| BATHAR] =
IS EAHE e EAS Hole AL
2 oA sjejolF 1.5AIEY] £314 4
of "t A= Hie- FESIER olof Higt H
o] t& e Flor AgAXH.

=AY o= TR iRt =74 &4

T

Ol

l

o %8%= Aol Aol BA Uehier
ol Ao £7H SEAn Ape] Bl tigt
el B8 H]l Choe & An(2019)
o AT} §AIE AT £ 5 ok AU
o] YAYZOIA o) ErHo o v
59 el B otk A2 4917
Aige] A4S Y4 BEo dEdss
3ol Y4 AEdLe A5D5E koluw
(Fingerman et al. 2006; Kang 2016; Sung et
al. 2017) F2of tfgt &9 WS =Y
T Uk ESE ARl7|ols RRERE SRkt
= A7} &Sk A4 Aol o] AWt ZE|7t
A5 P FIE fow & 4 9
o weh 9 Fd7] 2R et 4elr) A
o YL 23] Fae A Lo
WEEE IS0l Bashal
T
Frof fiet F7RHEE A Eol digt FE9| <
7 S W= Ao ® yERt RRA 7t
A9 A ued #AE F5sE o AUk
A, = AR o] FA A o2} FEof
3 zh= GriAo] B o] iAo FFS |
Au vt FEOAE Fot FFS PIAA &
Ut = AR o] HA 2 oJEAo] BEeE 17
I A o] BHof tigt 7ol w2 s =
Fmo] J7Hgol o=, ole = AdE
o] HA A oFo] At ojHY 9] T F
24430 JIAE Choe & An(2019)9] A+et &
ARRE ATto|t}, 53] AJQlAhA 9] Frio] tigt A
7(-1 ‘,]_,_o] _,_EA 0?7]—71—%13 O]7]EQ—J: 1,1—2
= UEoE JFE MRt A2 =AY A
uzold wojel weid Fo5, e} Rme]
AR Rl Axska SEAsl Aedo
A BAZ AZ5H=(Maccoby 1992, as
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cited in Lee & Seo 2019) =% &E35}o] J3F
o7 sjAg 4= Atk ¥ Auttol Al= gt
FRo] F7HIA0l= A 9] o&do] I vl
27| &= AoE Yeig=T ol FHo] F4ld
Zdolut 49l dol Ap9] ool RAA JFS
n|AR] A3 EpES WETE ATY ARA
T A7=(Byers et al. 2008; Lee et al. 2011)
I 22 wgog Holct mEbA ZiQlFolet A&
2 58S AESe AT 2 deRRES
2hq7F AAA & ol AZ WAV 22 A
O =5 HolEo|3 Apof tigh 7ol WolbX]|
= Z0E ofAXY X3 R} 9] HAH
Ado] MRoA FFE F= A5 EH A=
= AYPATLZIERyu 2007)S & o, 29
o] gk 7ol REel 7l dF
A= Ao g SiAT 4= R WA S
Foo] FHAEE AT dFanE JAETE o
+ 34 Zolg Lo} Fhrtal of A7

upxeto = syttt RO} 424 hdftol=
A 9] AAA &/t FHO| griigo] A
2 FIFE mAL, = FRo) AE]d ko]
F o] 7ol R4 JFE nAl= AR U
Efyit). o] A= RVt VRS EWol A
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