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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the perceptions of female farmers in order to establish
support policies in the work-life field and to explore their awareness of the problems and
improvement plans. In order to achieve the research purpose, focus group interviews (FGIs)
were conducted with 20 female farmers from around the country, and word-cloud and semantic
network analyses were conducted on their responses. In addition, 20 of the FGI participants
were surveyed on the problems in, and improvement plans for, support policies for female farmers
in order to analyze their level of awareness about the work-life field. The results of the study
are as follows. Female farmers’ awareness of work and life were largely divided into perceptions,
problems, and support policies in rural areas surrounding them, and policies are inconsistent.
In addition, some opinions were that support is less realistic for women's farming activities,
and support is often less effective because it is too far from the farming site. In addition, female
farmers recognize the need for work-life support policies, but their awareness of such policies
is limited, so publicity needs to be strengthened. Lastly, the effectiveness of support policies
needs to be strengthened, because it is less helpful compared to policy accessibility.

Key words: female farmers, work-life field, support policies, text mining, focus group
interviews
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Table 1. Classification of activities in the work-life field

Activities Contents

@ agricultural working hours : hours spent on agriculture, sales and purchase, such as rice
Farming paddies‘, field work, livestock f?rming, preparation for farming, and travel time to agricultural
activities labor sites for the purpose of imports ' . A

@ Out-of-farm working hours : hours spent on non—farm income activities recognized as

concurrent work

@ dietary management :@ preparation of meals, washing dishes, other diet, etc

@ clothing life management: laundry, sewing, ironing, organizing washed clothes, etc
Housekeeping @ residential life management : Housing repair, cleaning, organizing, etc
activities @ family care : Child care, school, attendance at child—rearing meetings, etc

® family management : Household records, etc
® purchases, others (preparing for child coma, etc.)

Public & social

activities

@ personal time : Friendship with neighbors and relatives, family conversation, religion
(cultivation activities, etc.)

@ village community time : Government offices (myeon offices, agricultural cooperatives), village
work (co—cleaning, conducting village head work, etc.), village festival day (co-work, such as
preparing meals for holidays and local events)

Self-developme

nt & leisure
activities

@ physiological activity © Sleep, meals, grooming, medical relationships (hospital, pharmacy hours,
etc.)

@ education and training : Education related to farming and non—farming, special lectures, liberal
arts lectures, etc

® leisure activities : relaxation, reading, radio, reading newspapers, watching TV, exercising,
hobbies, entertainment, watching movies, etc
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Table 2. Policy areas for women farmers’ support projects

Policy area

Field of work and

Women farmers’ support project life

@ Registration of agricultural management company

The . . . .
. @ Expansion of the ratio of women in government committees . .
improvement . . . Public & social
, ® Increase the proportion of female union members and executives o
of women’s . activities
status @ Family Management Agreement System
® Establishment of Women Farmers’ Day
@ Specialized education for women farmers
Competency @ Training for improving farming conditions for women farmers (coordinator) Self-development
reinforcement @ Stepping stone mentoring project for rural convergence industry (preferred) & leisure activities
@ Women’s New Work Center
@ Development and lease(provided) of agricultural machinery for the
reduction of female farmers’ labor
Farming @ Agricultural Work Agency for the Reduction of Labor for Female Farmers
activities ® Small-scale start—up technology support projects Farming activities
support @ Farming/educational helper
® Succeeding agricultural manager development project (preferred)
® Social agricultural revitalization support project (preferred)
Health S . .
cd @ Designation and operation of the Agricultural Safety and Health Center Self-development
management . . L
@ Happiness Bus & leisure activities
support

Pregnancy and

@© Farm helper (birth helper)

@ Support Project for Environmentally Friendly Agricultural Products for
Pregnant Women

® Permission to lease farmland in case of pregnancy or childbirth

childbirth @ Childbirth benefit support project for those who do not have employment ~ Housekeeping
insurance activities
support L . .
® Support for pregnancy and childbirth medical expenses and supplies
(central)
® Support for childbirth and operation of public postpartum care centers
(local government)
Child care and @ Rural Community Child Care Center & Nursery School .
. . , Housekeeping
education @ Mobile playroom ® Women's Farmers Center L
activities
support @ After—school academy for youth
@ farmer’s allowance
@ Joint meal support project during the busy farming season
Housing and ~ ® Person who share happiness Housekeeping
living support @ Support Project for Multicultural Families in Rural Areas activities

® Housing Support Project for Foreign Female Workers in Agriculture
® Installation of eco—friendly toilets at agricultural work sites

Cultural ® Women Farmers” Voucher
L o Self-development
activities @ Visiting cultural performances & leisure activities
. 1VI
support ® Handicraft Contest for Women Farmers b
Spread of a O Training of Professional Instructors for Gender Equality in Rural Areas

sense of gender @ Enhancement of gender impact assessment and discovery of best practices

equality

Public & social

. . activities
® Woman-friendly city
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Table 3. General characteristics of Participants based on FGI participation
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Child living

Age group Name AreaV Age  Marriage? together Farming status® Multi-culturalism An opportunity for farming
(person, age)

000 KW 30s S - Sole proprietor X the succession of one’s father to farming
000 KG 30s S - Sole proprietor X the succession of one’s father to farming
000 KN 30’s H 4(17, 15, 11, 6) Co—proprietor O a return—to—farm start—up

Under 40 000 KN 30’s H - Sole proprietor X the succession of one’s father to farming

(8 person) 000 KB 30’s S - Sole proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up
000 JB 30s S - Sole proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up
000 CN 30’s S - Sole proprietor X the succession of one’s father to farming
000 CB 30s H (D) Family worker(paid) X the succession of one’s father to farming
000 KW 50’s H 127 Co—proprietor X marriage to a farmer
000 KG 50’s H 17 Family worker(unpaid) X marriage to a farmer

) . 000 KN 50’s H 227, 22) Co—proprietor X the succession of one’s in—laws to farming

?3 ;;fsoo;) 000 N 50’s H 3(24, 22, 16)  Sole proprietor X Unanswered
000 JB 50’s H - Co—proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up
000 JB 40’s B 3(17, 15, 9) Sole proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up
000 JJ 50’s H 2(30, 27) Sole proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up
000 KW 60’s H - Sole proprietor X Unanswered

, 000 KG 60’s H - Sole proprietor X a return—to—farm start—up

gvi::elzgns) 000 JB 60’s B 2(36, 30) Sole proprietor X the succession of one’s in—laws to farming
000 CB 60’s H - Family worker(unpaid) X a return—to—farm start—up
000 JB 60’s H 2(36, 34) Sole proprietor X Unanswered

YArea : KW = Kangwon, KG = Kyounggi, CB = Chungbuk, CN = Chungnam, JB = Jeonbuk, JN = Jeonnam, KB =
PMarriage : S = Single, H = Have a Spouse, B = Bereavement

Isole proprietor :
co—proprietor :

the owner of farming business

the joint owner of farming business

family worker(paid) @ participate in farming activities as a family and receive wages

family worker(unpaid) : participate in farming activities as a family and do not receive wages

Kyoungbuk, KN = Kyoungnam, J] = Jeju
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Table 4. Subject words of difficulties in the work-life field

Set of topics

Topic

Increase in the
burden of labor

Increased labor burden due to unclear work-life boundaries

Increased burden on single-minded households and childcare

Increased burden on local community activities

Exclusive local
community culture

Discrimination of community resource utilization based on human network

Low status awareness in public and social activities

Exclusive awareness of inflow into other regions

Inequality culture

Male—centered organizational culture

Prevalence of patriarchal culture and unequal gender equality

Social prejudice against unmarried female farmers

Lack of
infrastructure and
poor accessibility

Difficulty in participating in education due to lack of alternative manpower for farming activities
Difficult to find an educational instructor and financial burden

Lack of infrastructure and low accessibility in health and culture
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Table 5. Key words for problems in support policies in the work-life sector

Set of topics Topic

Lack of consistency ~ Inconsistency of policies and lack of awareness of policies to support public officials
and information Double-burden support policy

delivery issues Lack of information on application for support and budgeting for local governments

Support policies that Uniform support without considering individual environment, timing, etc

do not take into Non-support due to insufficient qualifications such as rental management and housing mismatch
account specificity Failure to meet the eligibility criteria for support due to the occurrence of additional income
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Table 6. Key words for improvement of support policies in the work-life field

Set of Topics Topic
Need to provide practical and detailed policy support by identifying problems

Realistic policy support Continuous progress of agricultural equipment education for female farmers

Planning cultural and leisure programs suitable for the age group

Introduction of manpower supply system through women’s cooperatives and
Utilization of female farmers recognition of concurrent activities of female farmers in the region in
connection with rural child care

Establishment of integrated Necessary to establish an integrated system that enables accurate information
support policy information system  delivery and management of national or local government support policies

. Active participation in awareness—enhancing education of men

Development of education and . R , .

Support for the creation and revitalization of female farmers’ communities

programs for awareness o . . .

. Development and participation of various educational programs to improve
improvement

awareness

Improvement of infrastructure for Creating an Independent Space (Women's Shelter)
self-development and leisure Improved access to women's specialized medical facilities
activities Establishment of a musculoskeletal disease prevention and treatment center

Expansion and advancement of — Nationwide expansion of responsive pilot policies

support policies Active introduction of excellent local government policies
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Table 7. Women farmers’ perceptions of the work-life field

Rank Word Frequency % Rank Word Frequency %
1 Rural 100 11% 11 Policy 38 4%
2 Idea 86 9% 12 Agriculture 31 3%
3 Education 82 9% 13 Husband 30 3%
4 Support 69 7% 14 Living 30 3%
5  Child 60 6% 15 Time 30 3%
6 Person 58 6% 16  City 27 3%
7 Farming 56 6% 17 Story 26 3%
8  Female 56 6% 18  School 25 3%
9 Area 55 6% 19 Activity 24 3%
10 Female farmer 51 5% 20 Comunity 22 2%
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Fig. 1. Word cloud for women’s perceptions
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Fig. 2. Network analysis of key words in the
work-life field for women farmers.
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