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Guideline on Development of Clothing for the Elderly Women

Yang Weon Kim'

Professor, Dept. of Fashion Design and Business, Daejeon University, Daejeon, Korea

ABSTRACT

Clothing purchasing behavior, degree of concern, the importance of clothing choice, clothing
preference, and clothing improvement directions were surveyed with 223 questionnaire
respondents to obtain guideline data on clothing development for older women. Results showed
that 66.1% of respondents had a high degree of concern regarding clothing choice and usually
purchased clothing in department stores or discount outlets. Significant age-related differences
were identified. Design and color were the most important considerations for those in their
50's, comfort and design for those in their 60’s, and comfort, color, and neatness for those
aged = 70. These results suggest that age-related design, color, and material preferences must
be considered when developing clothing for older women. In terms of size fitness, it is necessary
to subdivide the sleeve length of the upper clothing and the pants length of the bottom.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the respondents

Characteristics Categories Frequency (n) %
55-59 68 30.5
Age 60-69 118 52.9
over 70 37 16.6
more than college graduate 59 26.5
. high school graduate 125 54.7
Education
middle school graduate 32 143
less than elementary school graduate 10 4.5
having 90 38.6
Job .
not having 133 57.4
less than 50,000 won 67 30.1
60,000 — 100,000 won 80 35.9
Expense for clothing per month 110,000 — 200,000 won 56 25.1
210,000 — 300,000 won 17 7.6
more than 310,000 won 3 1.3
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Table 2. Contributions of factors to purchase decision-making

n(%)
Factors . . Very not

Categories Very important Important Not both Not important important
Design 70(30.0) 127(54.5) 32(13.7) 2( 0.9 1(0.4)
Neatness 66(28.3) 113(48.5) 42(18.0) 8( 3.4 2(0.9)
Conservation 45(19.3) 126(54.1) 55(23.6) 4 1.7 2(0.9)
Trend 110 4.7 70(30.0) 98(42.1) 47(20.2) 52.1)
Fabric 69(29.6) 122(52.4) 35(15.0) 2(0.9) 0(0.0)
Price 16( 6.9) 67(28.8) 106(45.5) 33(14.2) 6(2.6)
Table 3. Factors influencing the purchase of clothing by age

unit: n(%)

Age , , g 2

Problem 50’s 60’s over 70’s x° value
Design 38(32.2) 9(17.6) 3(8.D 246
Size fitness 3227.1) 25(36.8) 14(37.9) 202
Color or pattern 24(20.3) 12(17.6) 7(18.9) 17.2
Price 27(22.9) 20(29.4) 11(29.7) 16.9
the others 1€ 0.9 29( 2.9) 2(5.4) 14.5
"p<0.05
Table 4. Problematic clothing size issues

unit: n(%)

Crotch length of

Problems Sleeve length  Upper clothes length  Skirt length Trousers length frousers
Long 80(34.3) 71(30.5) 51(21.9) 93(39.9) 52(22.3)
Short 52(22.3) 54(23.2) 61(26.2) 43(18.5) 73(31.3)
Problems Bust girth Wiaist girth Hip girth Skirt breadth Shoulder breadth
Small 72(30.9) 56(27.9) 77(33.0) 47(20.2) 55(23.6)
Big 51(21.9) 60(25.8) 49(21.0) 64(27.5) 67(28.8)
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Table b. Important considerations when choosing clothes to wear

Item 50’s 60’s over 70’s F-value
Color & pattern 4.20 4.03 4.11 2.09
Design 4.23 4.12 3.76 3.23"
Neatness 3.85 3.97 4.10 2.15
Plainness 3.60 3.90 3.95 3.19°
Other people’s eye 3.78 3.58 3.52 1.97
Fashionableness 3.23 3.16 3.14 1.69
Comfortable clothes 4.14 4.50 4.72 4.42"
Fabric 3.96 4.13 4.09 2.13

"p<0.05, “"p<0.01
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Table 6. Important considerations when developing clothes for women aged 55 or older

Item 50’s 60’s over 70’s F-value

Design 4.20 4.03 4.11 2.59"

Color & pattern 4.23 4.12 3.76 3.23°

Fabric 3.85 3.97 4.10 2.15

Size 3.60 3.90 3.95 3.19"

Others 378 3.58 3.52 1.97

"p<0.05
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