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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to clarify the ‘relational population’ concept and explore regional revitalization
strategies in response to the aging and population decline in rural Korea. Based on literature
reviews, expert meetings, and surveys using the Delphi method, the ‘relational population’ was
defined as individuals who interact with rural areas across various domains, such as economy,
society, culture, and environment. The study classified the rural relational population into 6
primary types and 23 specific activities. The activity types of the relational population included
living/economic activities, community exchange activities, cultural/tourism activities,
contribution/support activities, educational activities, and online/non-visit activities. Each type
contributes to economic revitalization, strengthening of social networks, preservation of cultural
values, environmental and cultural heritage conservation, enhancement of knowledge base, and
regional support through online mediums in rural areas. These results contribute to systematically
categorizing and typifying the activities of the relational population, providing a concrete
understanding of the population interacting with rural areas. The policy recommendations
proposed in this study are expected to present new directions for enhancing the social and
economic vitality of rural areas and encouraging the participation of various stakeholders.
Furthermore, the study emphasizes the need for ongoing research on the scope and role of
the relational population. It suggests the development of quantitative research methodologies.
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Table 1. Definition of relationship population in previous studies

Source Definition
Takahashi(2018) A person residing %n urban areas who visits rural areas or producers to provide support and
establish relationships.
Sashide(2016) e An individual actively involved in the local community, offering support periodically or

through various means.

e Urban residents engaging in activities related to a specific area in a manner distinct from
residents, as well as tourists
¢ Individuals actively participating in the local community, even if they don’t reside there
Tanaka(2021) physically
e It is argued that the local population can be expanded by establishing "“relationship
information centers’ that focus on local issues and facilitate direct interactions with local
residents, fostering interest in the community's challenges.

e An individual who has established relationships with a specific area that exceed typical
tourist interactions but fall short of permanent residency
e The concept of a relational population encompasses two key components: "interest’ and
Odagiri(2018) "involvement," referring to urban individuals who demonstrate interest in and active
engagement with a specific(rural) area.
 Even individuals with significant interest but limited proactive engagement can be considered
part of the relational population

* People who establish relationships with an area in various forms, distinct from residents or

MIC(2018) .
tourist
MLIT(2019) ¢ Individuals with a stror}g int.erest in anq inV(?lvement with nF)t only their p?ace of residence
but also areas beyond it, actively engaging with the community through various means
¢ Individuals with a profound interest in a specific area who deepen their relationships with
Cabinet that area, contributing to the community through connections with diverse external talents,

Secretariat(2019a)  such as prospective UIJ participants or city residents contributing to the innovation of local
businesses

* People who actively participate in and contribute to local festivals annually, even when
Cabinet residing outside the area
Secretariat(2019b)  They may work for local businesses or NPOs on weekends or engage with local people in
various ways

KRILA * A population that goes beyond just local residents or tourist, but instead has a connection
(2021) with the local area and actively contributes to solving local issues in various ways

e An individual residing in an urban area who, through periodic or recurrent visits to rural

KREI . . . . . .
2021) areas, either by physical travel or alternative means, gains or shares personal experiences in
the rural setting and pursues their values
Jeonbuk e Urban residents who have a sustained interest in a specific rural area and its inhabitants, or
eonbu . . . . . .. . .
. who engage in meaningful relationships and periodic exchanges through participation in
Institute(2023)

various local activities, can bring about change and innovation in the area

Source: The authors work is based on data from the Chugoku Economic Federation(2020)
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Table 2. Types of relational populations in previous studies

Source

Types

Odagiri(2019)

® Local product purchase @ Donation @ Repeat visits @ Volunteerism & Dual residency

® Experimental migration(nomadism) @ Dual residency @ Repeat visits @ Participation in
local events ® Remote learning ® Collaboration with local businesses from different areas

Tanaka(2021) @ Working at branch offices of local businesses in metropolitan areas ® Connecting
metropolitan and rural areas through products @ Hosting events for rural areas in
metropolitan areas @ Operating research groups interested in rural areas
@ Slow life orientation @ Community contribution orientation @ Non-resident

Sakuno(2019) . . . .
maintenance(emigrants) @ Local support orientation

MIC(2018) ® Relationship deepening type(ancestral, hometown taxpayer type) @ Relationship building
type @ Surrounding expansion type @ Surrounding expansion type(foreigners)

Visiting type[® Direct contribution type @ Employment type(local work) ® Employment
g typ yPp! ploy: yp! ploy:

MLIT(2019) type(telework) @ Participation/exchange type & Hobby/consumption type] ® Non-visiting
type

KRILA(2021) ® Emigrant residents council @ Volunteers @ Local activists @ Staying experience tourists
® Revisiting tourists

KREI(2021) ® Not Relational Population @ Visitors unrelated to rural areas @ Sustained visits(parents,
relatives, friends) @ Sustained visits(outside of visits by parents and friends)

Jeonbuk ® Potential relational population @ Local relationship relational population ® Local core

Institute(2023) relational population
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Table 3. Research procedure
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Procedure Purpose Analysis method
Survey questionnaire Review of previous studies Definition of rural relational population Content analysis
development Expert consultation committee Extraction of Delphi items Expert consultation

Delphi 1st survey

Composition of expert panel  Adjustments verification
Ist survey and analysis Addition of new items

Delphi 2nd survey  2nd survey and analysis

Adjustments verification
Addition of new items

Descriptive statistics
Validity analysis

Delphi 3rd survey  3rd survey and analysis

Adjustments verification

Reliability analysis

Assessment of experts agreement degree
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No.  Gender Age

Expertise field
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1 Female  More than 60 years Field Expert(Local, Youth)

2 Male More than 60 years Academic Expert(Regional Tourism)
3 Male More than 60 years Academic Expert(Community Development)
4 Male 50-69 years old Academic Expert(Agriculture and Fisheries)

20 years or more
20 years or more
20 years or more

20 years or more




650 et=A|FArelE & Ste]

X ®34H 45 2023

2) duto] sfd

& WAL O] AT uF{ EEo] Tt o
I ode #As] Hlsl oA, @4, 2EA =
Y e AerkeR dafo] At Wide
73513t Table 50141 H= wiel Zol, wid2
A GARI TSRl s QAR Bl s
2t 5 Sl A&7t 9%, & @EOIA AT
T 22O eYche @ A7t 51, =%
H a1 & 2A A A2t 5 H ot
W A4 1, F 208 2= /doigint. dfo]
g gL *c‘lE‘zf‘_ 2= 94 159, 94 590l
™, 39 X 109 vlek 47, 10~1949 7%, 20

|

J

o)

.l

S, olel 4 9418 Bsfol 2499] Iy
2 ol d 2T 4L Uk

3. o] ofuES T4
2 OELOM% %éﬂ BT 5 A

AuE-S L&kt

FAH R HE SE(FF710], gAY, HulAk
H] 5)3} ¥R ZE(MLIT 2019), 7137, AHLEA
5(Odagiri 2017), ¥72] &% S(Tanaka 2021),
JADFH AN, ALEA 5), BHIFEA

&, AU EAbE g 5), 1% - ZEAEEE
Ad, 5288 Z5HA9, vESAl 5, 7Y - o7t

5(s2g, FosY, T4 5)Seo & Kim
2013, as cited in Han 2019)& Z3lslo] ‘dA}
9, TA IF, BIRY, BAF, B9 A4

A, WS, A A, B, HERE 9 97
Table 5. Characteristics of the Delphi expert panel

No.  Gender Age Expertise field Experience

1 Female 40-49 years old Field Expert(Rural Resettlement and Return Migration) 10 years or less
2 Female More than 60 years Field Expert(Local, Youth) 20 years or more
3 Male 40-49 years old Field Expert(Youth, Rural Resettlement) 20 years or more
4 Female 50-59 years old Field Expert(Local, Regional Revitalization) 20 years or more
5 Male 40-49 years old Field Expert(Stay Tourism) 10-19 years

6 Male More than 60 years Academic Expert(Regional Tourism) 20 years or more
7 Male 50-59 years old Academic Expert(Regional Tourism) 20 years or more
8 Male 30-49 years old Academic Expert tourism) 10-19 years

9 Male 50-69 years old Academic Expert(Rural Areas) 20 years or more
10 Male 40-49 years old Academic Expert(Rural Areas) 10-19 years

11 Male 50-59 years old Academic Expert(Agricultural Economics) 20 years or more
12 Male 40-49 years old Academic Expert tourism) 10-19 years

13 Male More than 60 years Academic Expert(Community Development) 20 years or more
14 Male 50-69 years old Academic Expert(Agriculture and Fisheries) 20 years or more
15 Male 30-49 years old Researcher(Korean Culture and Tourism Institute) 10-19 years

16 Female 50-59 years old Researcher(National Institute of Agricultural Sciences) 10-19 years

17 Male 40-49 years old Researcher(National Institute of Agricultural Sciences) 10-19 years

18 Male 40-49 years old Researcher(National Institute of Agricultural Sciences) 10 years or less
19 Female  30-39 years old Researcher(National Institute of Agricultural Sciences) 10 years or less
20 Female  20-29 years old Researcher(National Institute of Agricultural Sciences) 10 years or less
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Table 6. 1° Round of Delphi results

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con R
Supporting agricultural-related venture startups 3.85 0.67 4.00 0.60 0.00 1.00 D
2 Exploring and promoting new businesses for rural

3.60 1.05 4.00 0.10 0.50 0.75

economic development
3 Supporting the startup of social enterprises in rural areas 4.10 0.64 4.00 0.70 0.38 0.81 RM

4 Operating programs for entrepreneurship and job creation 430 092 400 090 050 0.75 RM
for rural youths

5 Engaging in various craft—making and selling activities in 350 1.05 400 010 050 075 D

rural areas

. Participating in small business startups in rural areas 4.10 0.64 4.00 0.70 0.38 0.81 RM
Living and Exploring and supporting business activities for rural
economic poring PPOTHRg 3.85 0.81 400 040 0.50 0.75 D
. income enhancement
activines 8 Engaging in internships in small to large companies in
sagms P ge comp 3.65 0.99 3.50 0.00 0.88 0.50
rural areas
9 Commuting or schooling to rural areas 3.55 1.28 4.00 0.10 1.38 0.31 D
Participating in rural vacation programs AN
Engaging in dual-life(living in both urban and rural areas) AN
Participating in rural hub office(satellite office) programs AN
Commuting or dormitory residence in rural areas AN
Engaging in secondary employment in rural areas AN
Participating in return—to—hometown programs AN
10 Engaging in exchange activities with rural residents 4.50 0.51 450 1.00 0.50 0.78 RM
11 Promoting academic—industry collaboration projects 370 0.92 400 020 050 075 D
related to rural areas
) 12 Operating and participating in cultural programs for
Community 3.95 0.76 400 0.40 0.88 0.56 D
b cultural exchange between rural and urban areas
exchange
actL' 't'egs 13 Owning or residing in a second house in rural areas 3.85 1.14 4.00 0.20 1.00 0.50
iviti

14 Engaging in ongoing exchange and collaborative activities 425 079 400 0.60 050 0.75 RM

between rural and urban areas

Supporting the operation of community shared spaces in AN
rural areas
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Table 6. Continued

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con

15 0 i d icipating in cultural h
perating an par.tlf{pathg in cu tural events such as o1 00400 040 1,00 0.50
performances, exhibitions, festivals, etc.
16 Developing and providing tour courses and guidance services 3.90 1.12 4.00 0.40 1.00 0.50
17 Engaging in rural experiential activities with farmers 4.35 0.67 400 0.80 0.50 0.75 RI
18 Visiting gourmet restaurants in rural areas 4.10 0.79 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 RM
19 Providing experiential and guidance services for rural visitors 4.00 0.79 4.00 0.60 0.38 0.81 DAM
20 Operating and participating in rural art and cultural events 4.15 0.67 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 RM
Cultural and 21 Operating programs to experience various rural local cultures 4.35 0.67 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RM
touri 22 i icipating i i forei
ourism Operating and participating in resident and foreigner stay 420 0.83 400 050 0.88 0.56 DAM
activities programs
23 Operating and participating in rural experiential 435 0.67 400 0.80 050 0.75 DAM
programs for youths
24 Operating rural homestays with residents 4.10 0.91 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 RM
25 Participating in festival and event planning and operation 3.75 0.79 4.00 0.10 0.50 0.75 D
26 Participating in activities sharing hobbi ith
6 art1c1pa.t1r1g in actmtl.eS sharing .obb'Les or s'ports wit 400 097 400 050 0.88 0.56 DAM
local residents, enhancing community interaction

Operating or participating in rural festivals AN

27 Recrui ivities f 1 fi
ecruitment agd support activities for volunteers for 420 0.62 400 0.80 0.50 075 RM
rural volunteering

28 Participating in rural community service activities 4.40 0.50 4.00 1.00 0.50 0.75 RM
29 Providing services to assist the elderly in rural areas 4.40 0.60 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 RM
Vo¥u‘n'teer 30 'Support activities for disaster preparedness and response 370 0.98 400 030 050 075 D
activities in rural areas
31 Participating in rural welfare projects 3.70 0.73 4.00 0.30 0.50 0.75 D
32 Local regeneration activities with the community 4.00 0.86 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 RMo
33 Solving rural social issues together with rural residents  4.10 1.02 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 RMo
34 Providing welfare services to rural residents 4.15 0.75 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 RM
35 Participating in livestock management in rural areas 3.85 0.81 400 0.40 0.50 0.75 D
36 Participating in crop cultivation in rural areas 4.15 0.75 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75

7 Participating i | o .
37 Participating in crop sales and distribution activities in 415 075 400 0.60 050 0.75
rural areas

ities . o ‘
38 Support activities for processing and distribution o 415 0.67 400 070 050 0.75 DREO
agricultural products

39 Activities to provide eco—friendly agricultural products to 400 0.86 400 050 0.88 0.56
rural consumers

Agricultural 40 Rural consumer group activities 4.00 0.65 4.00 0.60 0.00 1.00
production 41 Floriculture cultivation and sales activities in rural areas 3.85 0.93 4.00 0.40 0.88 0.56 D
support 42 Developing and sharing various recipes using rural
activities sgriculrural producis 3.85 0.81 400 0.20 0.88 0.56
43 Eco—friendly agriculture support activities 415 0.88 400 0.40 1.00 0.50 D
44 Developing and operating programs to strengthen and
support collaboration among rural groups 3.75 0.85 400 0.20 0.50 0.75 D

45 Commur?lty*based farming activities with the local 395 0.69 400 050 038 081 D
community

46 Local food—making activities using rural agricultural

3.95 0.69 4.00 0.50 0.38 0.81 D
products
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Table 6. Continued

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con R
47 Activities t derstand and 1 It
ctivities to understand and preserve rural area culture (0 04 00 (00 050 0.75 DAM
and history
Fnvironmental 48 Resource management and conservation activities for rural
od cultural environmental protection 4.40 0.75 450 0.90 0.50 0.78 RI
heritage . 49 Ma'nagement and preservation activities for rural cultural 430 073 400 090 050 075 RI
preservation heritage
activities 50 Participating in rural ecosystem conservation activities 4.55 0.51 5.00 1.00 0.50 0.80 DAM
51 Part%c}pating in a?Fi\{ities to study local his.tor.y a.nd 420 052 400 0.90 038 0.81 RMo
traditions, and utilizing them for local revitalization
52 Participating in activities f i tal i t
Participating in activities for environmental improvement o 2 500 020 050 0.80 RMo
in rural areas
53 Prgmgting infrastructure improvement projects for rural 415 075 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 RMo
revitalization
Rural 54 Fin'anc'ial 'support and fundraising activities for rural 305 076 400 040 088 0.56 D
environment revitalization
improvement 55 Qperati it t f 1
pro” PErating COMMUMLY EABEMENt Programs fof Tl 420 0.77 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 DAM
activities revitalization
56 Managemer‘lt. -and improvement activities for community 375 0.97 400 020 0.88 056 D
centers, facilities, etc.
57 Local envi tal i t activities together with
ocal environmental improvement activities together wi 410 079 400 070 0.50 0.75 DAM
residents
58 Operating and participating in agricultural education 400 0.86 400 0.50 0.88 0.56 RM
programs
59 Devel t and di inati f agricultural technol
evelopment and dissemination of agricultural technology .o 00 4 00 030 050 075 D
activities
60 Edgcation and support activities for youths interested in 415 0.88 400 0.60 050 075 RM
agriculture
61 Devel t and t f exch d link
CYCIOPIIEN® A OPETation of exchange and Hnkdge 415 0.88 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 RM
programs with rural educational institutions
62 Develo.pment Ia@ operation of programs supporting rural 305 0.83 400 050 075 0.63 D
Educational education activities
activities 63 Participation in education and training in rural areas 4.05 0.94 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 RI
64 Supporting .alrtistic activities for cultural self-development 380 0.83 400 030 050 075 D
of rural residents
65 Operating educational programs supporting rural youths  4.10 0.85 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 DAM
66 Education targeted at rural children and youths 4.00 0.86 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 DAM
67 Operating local education programs with rural residents  4.30 0.66 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 DAM
68 Operating or participating in f':ducation and cultural 405 0.69 400 0.60 0.38 0.81 RM
programs targeted at rural residents
Commuting to or residing in rural areas for education(e.g., AN

rural study abroad)
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Table 6. Continued
Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con

69 Research and analysis activities on agricultural policies

370 0.98 4.00 0.30 0.50 0.75
and laws

70 Indust lysis and mark h activities for thy
- ndustry analysis and market research activities for the o0 oo 4 00 040 088 056 D
Policy development of rural industries

71 Poli | activities for the devel t of |
resear;h and ' O le Pl‘OpOSa activities ror € daeve Opmen OI rura 385 104 400 040 100 050 D
analysis industries

tiviti 72 1 i ivities for th 1 f
activities nvestment attraction activities for the development o 355 0.94 400 0.10 050 075 D

rural industries

73 Conti h and study activiti | local
Clzilu:’eluous researcnh and study activities on rural loca 410 072 400 080 038 081 RMQ

74 Marketi d ional activities fa 1 i
arketing and promotional activities for rural economic 405 076 400 0.50 0.88 0.56 DAM

revitalization

75 Market ti tiviti ting direct t ti
arket operation activities supporting direct transactions 415 081 400 070 050 0.75 RMo

between rural consumers and farmers
Promotion 76 Activities to understand and promote the culture and

3.80 0.52 400 0.50 0.38 0.81 D

and living habits of rural residents

i 77 Sal ional activities f i
ma'rk'e'tmg Sales and promotional activities for representative 405 0.89 400 050 0.88 0.56 DAM
activities products of rural areas

78 P i d ket ivities f 1 hi d
romotion and marketing activities for rural history an 435 0.67 400 080 0.50 075 RMo

cultural tourism

79 Participation in local keti ional
9 Participation in local brand marketing and promotiona 435 0.59 400 0.90 0.50 0.75 RMo

activities
80 Participation in rural health campaigns and activities 4.05 0.89 4.00 0.30 1.00 0.50 D
81 Rural health and dietary education activities 4.05 0.83 4.00 0.40 1.00 0.50 D
Health o . .
. 82 Activities to provide safe and healthy agricultural
promotion 3.95 0.76 4.00 0.40 0.88 0.56
ctivities products to rural consumers
83 Operati d participating i for the health
perating and parfcipaiing in programs for M€ At 4 10 0.85 400 0.40 1.00 0.50 D
promotion of rural residents
84 Participating in hometown love donation programs 4.45 0.69 5.00 0.80 0.50 0.80 RM
Online/Non— 85 Online purchase of rural agricultural products 4.60 0.60 5.00 0.90 0.50 0.80 RM
Visit 86 Sharing and promoting local information on SNS, etc. 4.30 0.80 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RM
Activities 87 Supporting local areas on SNS, etc. 420 0.83 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 RM
Operating or participating in online rural local festivals AN
Participating in rural hometown association activities AN
Participating in rural alumni association activities AN
Visiting Visiting or staying with relatives in rural areas AN
relatives Participating in local rituals(e.g., ancestral rites) in rural AN
activities areas

Participating in rural clan gatherings(e.g., gatherings of AN

people with the same ancestors)

Note. M = Mean, SD = Standard Deviation, Med = Median, CVR = Coefficient of Variation Ratio, C = Convergence,
Con = Consensus, R = Remarks; RI=Retain Item, DAM=Delete After Merging, DREO=Delete Reflecting Expert
Opinion, RM=Retain and Modify, RMo=Retain and Move, D=Delete, AN=Add New

% U JHIER Qs v Adeze  BAL 69 Fa steusiet 33709 AR P
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Table 7. 2" Round of Delphi results

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con R
1 Starting a business in rural areas 4.30 0.80 4.50 0.60 0.50 0.78 RM
2 Operating or participating in programs for the 415 075 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 DAM
entrepreneurship and job creation of rural youths
3 Agricultural startups in rural areas 3.95 094 400 0.30 1.00 0.50 D
4 Participating in rural vacation programs 425 0.79 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RM
5 Dual residence in urban and rural areas(e.g., e.g., 5
days in urban and 2 days in rural, bi-regional 435 0.81 4.50 0.80 0.50 0.78 RM
Living and residence)
economic icipating i i i i
nor 6 Participating in rural hub office(e.g., satellite office) 400 092 400 040 100 050 D
activities programs
7 Commuting to or dormitory residence in rural areas 425 0.79 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 RM
8 Engaging in side jobs or secondary employment in rural 430 0.66 400 080 050 075 RM
areas
9 Market operation activities supporting direct transactions 415 088 400 040 100 050 D
between rural consumers and farmers
10 Operating or participating in return—to—hometown 435 0.67 400 0.80 0.50 0.75 RM
programs
11 Human interaction activities with rural residents(e.g., 1 435 081 450 0.80 050 078 RI
company 1 village)
12 Regional collaborative exchange activities between rural 440 0.60 400 090 050 075 RI
and urban areas
13 Supporting the operation of community shared spaces in 405 083 400 040 100 050 D
rural areas
Cm}rllmumty 14 Local regeneration activities with the rural community 4.25 0.72 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 DAM
exchange ) L
activities 15 Supporting or participating in activities to solve rural 440 068 450 080 050 078 RM
problems
16 Qperatmg or Pamapatmg in activities for environmental 430 073 400 070 0.50 0.75 RM
improvement in rural areas
17 Qperatmg or participating in projects to improve living 410 091 400 030 100 050 D
infrastructure for rural revitalization
Direct transactions of agricultural specialties AN
18 Parthpatmg 1n-rural éxperlennal activities(e.g., farm 450 076 5.00 090 050 0.80 RI
experiences, trail walking, etc.)
19 Visiting gourmet restaurants in rural areas 410 0.97 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 RI
Cultural 20 Participating in hobby/cultural activities in rural
and areas(e.g., weekend farming, fishing, painting, etc.) 445 0.69 500 0.80 050 0.80  RI
touri . .
Ol{rlfl_ﬁﬂ 21 Participating in programs to experience rural local 455 051 5.00 1.00 050 0.80 DAM
activities culture
22 Accommodation(e.g., home-stay) and camping in rural 445 0.60 450 0.90 0.50 078 RI
areas
23 Participating in rural festivals 4.50 0.69 5.00 0.80 0.50 0.80 RM




o] 242 0lge B

Table 7. Continued

BRI Qs 97 657

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con R
24 Partlc1gatmg in rural volur}teerlng a'lc.twltles(e.g., helping 430 0.66 400 080 0.50 0.75 RM
hands in rural areas, farming activities, etc.)
25 Participating in rural community service activities 420 0.83 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 DAM
26 Pro‘v1dmg-or participating in services to assist elderly 400 092 400 040 1.00 050 D
residents in rural areas
27 Prc.)v1dmg or participating in welfare services for rural 430 080 450 0.60 0.50 0.78 RM
residents
Volunteer 28 Partlclpatmg in 1.ru.r;.11 env1ror}mental prgtgctlf)n and local 440 0.68 450 080 0.50 0.78 RM
activities improvement activities(e.g., village beautification, etc.)
9 Management and preservation of cultural heritage in 435 067 400 080 0.50 0.75 RM
rural areas
30 Par‘tl‘a'patmg in rural brand marketing and promotional 420 089 400 060 0.50 0.75 DREO
activities
31 Promotmg and marketing rural history and cultural 415 093 400 050 088 0.56 DAM
tourism
32 Part%cilpatmg in activities to study local hls‘tor.y a.nd 410 091 400 050 088 0.56 RM
traditions, and utilizing them for local revitalization
33 Participating in education and training to learn about 420 077 400 0.60 0.50 0.75 RM
rural—related matters
34 Partlapatmg' in ex.cha.ngg and linkage programs with 425 079 400 060 0.50 0.75 DAM
rural educational institutions
Educational 35 Participating in education and training in rural areas 435 0.75 450 0.70 0.50 0.78 RM
ucationa S . .
activities 36 }P]’il;ttl}cllspatmg in educational programs supporting rural 440 068 450 080 050 078 RM
37 Participating in programs to educate rural residents 4.35 0.75 4.50 0.70 0.50 0.78 RM
38 Research and study activities on rural local culture 4.10 0.85 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 DREO
39 Comm}ltlng to or reSIdmg' in rural areas for 400 097 400 050 0.88 0.56 RMo
education(e.g., rural studying abroad)
40 Participating in hometown love donation programs 4.40 0.82 5.00 0.60 0.50 0.80 RM
Online/ 41 Online purchase of local agricultural specialties 4.55 0.69 5.00 0.80 0.50 0.80 RM
N“ el .. 42 Sharing and promoting local information on SN, etc. 440 075 500 070 0.50 0.80 RM
on-visi
activities 43 Supporting local areas on SNS, etc. 4.00 1.08 4.00 0.30 1.00 0.50 D
44 Participating in online rural local festivals 4.20 0.83 4.00 0.50 0.88 0.56 RM
Donating to organizations in rural areas AN
45 Participating in various gatherings in rural areas,
clans(e.g., rural clan gatherings, age—group gatherings, 435 0.81 4.50 0.80 0.50 0.78 RMo
etc.)
Visiting 46 zfer;lsapatmg in alumni association activities in rural 410 097 400 040 1.00 0.50 DAM
:ilt?:lli‘t/f:s 47 Visiting relatives in rural areas 415 1.04 450 0.50 0.88 0.61 RMo
48 Participating in local rituals(e.g., ancestral rites) in rural 390 097 400 020 100050 D
areas
49 Participating in rural clan gatherings(e.g., gatherings of 390 1.07 400 040 100 050 D

people with the same ancestors)

Note. M = Mean, SD = Standard Deviation, Med = Median, CVR = Coefficient of Variation Ratio, C =
Convergence, Con = Consensus, R = Remarks; RI=Retain Item, DAM=Delete After Merging, DREO=Delete
Reflecting Expert Opinion, RM=Retain and Modify, RMo=Retain and Move, D=Delete, AN=Add New
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Table 8. 3 Round of Delphi results

Factor/Items M SD Med CVR Conv Con R

1 Business trips to rural areas 445 0.60 450 0.90 0.50 0.78 RI
2 Long—term stays of a week or more(e.g., living for a
week, a month, a year, etc.) 435 0.49 4.00 1.00 0.50 0.75 RI
3 Residence in both urban and rural areas(e.g., second
homes, spending 5 days in urban and 2 days in rural, 440 050 4.00 1.00 050 0.75 RI

Living and etc.)
economic 4 Commuting/schooling to rural areas 4.10 091 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RI
activities 5 Participating in side businesses or dual occupations in

rural areas 425 0.55 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 DAM

6 Participating in programs related to returning to rural
areas 445 0.51 4.00 1.00 0.50 0.75 DAM

7 Schooling or residing in rural areas(e.g., rural study
abroad) 410 0.97 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 DAM

8 Human interaction activities with rural residents(e.g.,
sisterhood between companies and villages, etc.) 4.45 051 400 100 050075 RI

9 Regional cooperative exchange activities between rural
and urban areas 4.35 0.59 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 DAM

.10 Participation in activities to solve rural problems 405 0.83 4.00 0.60 0.50 0.75 DAM
Community 13 Participation in activities to improve the environment in

exchange rural areas 410 0.64 4.00 0.70 0.38 0.81 DAM
activities 12 Participation in various gatherings in rural areas(e.g.,
hometown societies, alumni associations, etc.) 415059 4.00 080 038081 RI
13 Visiting family, relatives, and acquaintances in rural
areas 420 0.83 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 RI
14 Purchasing agricultural specialties on—site 4.60 0.50 5.00 1.00 0.50 0.80 RI
15 Experiential activities in rural areas(e.g., farming, farm
Cutunal experiences, etc) 4.60 0.50 5.00 1.00 0.50 0.80 RI
wrira 16 Gourmet tour in rural areas 420 0.77 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RI
and S o .
. 17 Hobby activities in rural areas(e.g., hiking, gardening,
tourism fishing, painting, etc) 430 0.66 4.00 0.80 0.50 0.75 RI
activities 18 Accommodation and camping in rural areas 4.45 0.76 5.00 0.90 0.50 0.80 RI
19 Participating in festivals held in rural areas 4.40 0.68 4.50 0.80 0.50 0.78 RI
20 Rural volunteering(e.g., helping out in rural areas, talent
donation, etc.) 4.60 0.50 5.00 1.00 0.50 0.80 RI
| 21 Providing welfare services to rural residents 4.40 0.50 4.00 1.00 0.50 0.75 DREO
Loca 22 Rural environmental conservation activities 4.50 0.51 4.50 1.00 0.50 0.78 RI

contribution 93 Management and preservation of cultural heritage in

activities rural areas 450 0.51 450 1.00 0.50 0.78 RI

24 Participating in activities to research local history and
traditions, and utilizing them for regional revitalization 4.150.67 4.00 090 0.38 0.81 DAM

25 Educational activities related to rural areas 4.30 0.57 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 RI

. 26 Educational activities conducted in rural areas 4.30 0.57 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 RI
Educational 57

Heal Participating in educational programs supporting rural
activities youth 4.35 0.59 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 DAM
28 Educational activities targeted at rural residents 4.40 0.60 4.00 0.90 0.50 0.75 RI
29 Donations to hometown love donation programs 450 0.61 5.00 0.90 0.50 0.80 RM
i 30 Online purchase of agricultural specialties 455 0.51 5.00 1.00 0.50 0.80 RI
On me/‘ . 31 Online sharing and promotion of local information(e.g.,
No‘n.—\-/151t via SN, etc.) 425 0.72 4.00 0.70 0.50 0.75 RI
activiies 32 Online participation in rural area festivals 4.00 0.79 4.00 0.60 0.38 0.81 DREO
33 Donations to organizations in rural areas 4.45 0.51 4.00 1.00 0.50 0.75 RI

Note. M = Mean, SD = Standard Deviation, Med = Median, CVR = Coefficient of Variation Ratio, C =
Convergence, Con = Consensus, R = Remarks; RI=Retain Item, DAM=Delete After Merging, DREO=Delete
Reflecting Expert Opinion, RM=Retain and Modify, RMo=Retain and Move, D=Delete, AN=Add New
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Table 9. Final Delphi results

Factors No. Items

Living and 1 Business trips to rural areas
economic 2 Long—term stays of a week or more(e.g., living for a week, a month, a year, etc.)
activities 3 Residence in both urban and rural areas(e.g., 5 days in urban and 2 days in rural, etc.)
) 4 Commuting/schooling to rural areas

5 Human interaction activities with rural residents(e.g., sisterhood between companies and
Community villages, etc.)
exchange 6 Participation in various gatherings in rural areas(e.g., alumni associations, hometown
activities societies, etc.)
@) Visiting family, relatives, and acquaintances in rural areas

Purchasing agricultural specialties on-site
Experiential activities in rural areas(e.g., farming, farm experiences, etc.)

Cultural and 10 Gourmet tour in rural areas
tourism activities 11 Hobby activities in rural areas(e.g., hiking, gardening, fishing, painting, etc.)
) 12 Accommodation and camping in rural areas

13 Participating in festivals held in rural areas
Volunteer and 14 Rural volunteering(e.g., helping out in rural areas, talent donation, etc.)
support activities 15 Rural environmental conservation activities
©) 16 Management and preservation of cultural heritage in rural areas

) 17 Educational activities related to rural areas

Edtllc.a'tlonal 18 Educational activities conducted in rural areas
activities(3)

19 Educational activities targeted at rural residents
Online/ 20 Donations to hometown love donation programs
Non-visit 21 Online purchase of agricultural specialties
activities 22 Online sharing and promotion of local information(e.g., via SNS, etc.)
@ 23 Donations to organizations in rural areas
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